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P R E F A UR. 


V the kindneſs of a fiend, 1 got a 16 5 
of the following letter, which, when 
1 had read it, I thought the ſmarteſt 
and moſt convincing anſwer to the errors of 
the late Mr. Law, I had any where ſeen, 
and that if publiſhed, it might perhaps be a 
means of opening the eyes of fome admirers 
of his writings, which are full of the groſſeſt 
abſurdities and moſt dangerous errors, yet 
_ cordially received, and held moſt facred by 
many. It muſt be confeſſed, that Mr. Law 
had a maſterly pen, and there are ſome ſtrokes 
in his performances, that are exceeded by no 
writer I ever met with. But though he rails 
againſt ſyſtem-makers, as he calls ſome wri- 
ters he does not happen to think with, and 
| blames thoſe who give credit to their writ- 
ings, or adopt their ſentiments, 'yet he could 


—_— follow thoſe of Jacob Bebmen; ; bay IF 4 


= 


i THE PREFACE. 
inſiſt upon Behmen's being as really inſpired 


as St, John was. Thus blind is the heart 
of man, it blames in others as an error, 
what itſelf follows and embraces as truth. 

I therefore thought it proper, to aſk my 
friend who ſhewed me the following letter, 
to prevail with the writer to let it be printed, - 
which he has conſented to, and I wiſh it 
may do the good intended by the publica- 
tion, which was ſimply to lay before the 
admirers of Mr. Law, ſome errors ſuppoſed 
by the publiſher to be fundamental, that they 
may be obſerved and avoided. oo, 

Had Mr. Law been living, the author of 
the letter would have thought it neceſſary 
to have printed his name, but as he is dead, 


he thought it needleſs. Thus far I have 


liberty to ſay, that the author was a particu- 
lar friend of the late excellent Mr. Hervey, 
to whom above thirty of the letters in the 
ſecond volume of Mr. Hervey s letters lately 


publiſhed were addreſſed, vis. Letters 16, 
0, _ 22, XC 


| 1 cannot conclude this preface better, than 


in the words of an ingenious manuſcript, 
which has for ſome time lain by me. Its 


author .I cannot poſitively determine, but 
= as 


THE PREFACE 2. 
as the perſon who wrote it, ſeems ſo exactly PO 
to coincide with my own ſentiments, in re- 
gard to Mr. Law, as well as with my 
Intention in this publication, I dare ſay he 
will excuſe my ſending it to the preſs. 

I ſhall only add therefore in this place, 
that Mr. Law's firft part of the ſpirit of 
prayer, gave riſe to the following letter, and 
as his capital errors are to be found in that 


work; an anſwer to that will ſerve for 
the reſt of his writings. 


Knightſbridge, 
May 30, 1763. 
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To THE e e 
Readers of Mr. LAW. 


I. UITHER J. Behmen's ſcheme is a 
new revelation, or an explanation of 
the old. If the latter, why is it wrapt up 
in ſuch my/tic jar gon, never heard of in the 
chriſtian church before, and not given us in 
ſeripture language, which is the only ex- 
plainer of itſelf. ----If the former, it is an im- 
poſture and deluſion; for extraordinary inſpi- 
rations are not to be credited, unleſs vouched 
by miracles, which God always ſent to atteſt 
to his extraordinary commiſſions, and if they | 
are pretended to come from him, and do not, — 
then it is a demonſtration that they come 
from the devil, transformed into an angel of 
light. To equal the imaginations of men to the 
holy ſcriptures of God, and think them as much 
„„ nn the 
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vii CAUTIONS to the 
the inſpiration of God, as what was dictated 


as ſuch, to the holy prophets and apoſtles, 


is ſtrictly and properly ENTHUSIASM, 


This Mr. Law has done, for he ſays, he 


looks upon the writings of F. Bebmen to 


be no more human, than St. John's Reve- : 
lations. - 


II. Mr. Law, by creation will have no- 


thing farther meant than the formation of 
the world out of pre-exiſtent matter, contrary 


to the ſenſe always put upon it by the 


+ chriſtian church. The formation is deſcrib- 
ed ſtep by ſtep; but the creation in Gen. 


i. verſe 1, muſt relate to the production 


of, or giving being to the matter, in it's 
dark and inform ſtate, The conſequence 


of Mr. Law's opinion muſt be, either that 
matter, though diſtinct from, is co-e/ernal with 
God, which cannot be; or elſe, that it is 


an emanation, generated from his ſulſtance 


or efſence, which is the abomination of Pla- 
toniſm brought into chriſtianity. The con- 
founding God and created nature together, 


is the eſſence of Paganiſm, and the founda- 


tion of all the errors in the hearhen and 
chriſtian world. The (criptures are conſtantly 


guarding 


Readers of Mr. LAW. 


guarding . againſt it, and diſtinguiſhing Je- 


hovab from what is only the work of bis- 
bands. Eternal nature is a blaſphemous con- 


tradition; for God only i is eternal; he only 


has being in himſelf, and gives it to every 


thing elſe. Nature may be a manife ation or 
repreſentation of God, as a picture is of a 


man; but has no more connection with his 
ſubſtance or eſſence, than that hath with it 2 


2 original, or the painter that drew it. 


III. Mr. Law denies the weed f God 


againſt fin. Now, that wrath in God | is the 
ſame weak and infirm paſſion that is in man, 
no body will ſuppoſe. But that it produ- 


ces Fects, which the image of wrath ex- 
| _ ecuted by man is taken to give us an idea 
of, is a truth the Scriptures are full of from 


Geneſis to Revelation. And it is deſcribed 
under all the images that are dreadful in 


nature, chiefly by that moſt dreadful of 


all, fire. Our God ts à conſuming fire. No 
one will ſuppoſe from this text, that God 


is really material fire; but that his Juſtice, 


_ vengeance, wrath, or whatever you pleaſe 
to call it, will have an effect upon ſinners, 


that is pictured by the effects of Cy _ i 


natural bodi es, 


Nor 


viii CAUTION'S' tothe 


Nor can all the wit and invention of man 


get rid of thoſe innumerable Scriptures that 


ſpeak of the wrath of God to be executed 
upon a ſinful world, under the lively figure 


and repreſentation of it, fire. As any one 


may ſee, that will turn to 'the concordance. 


Sure I am, that if theſe can be conſtrued 
to mean, a dark, fiery, whirling anguiſh. 


riſing up and opening it's birth in the in- 
ward depth and ground of the foul, there can 
be no certainty in words. The late of fire or 
hell is not within but without the finer; for 
he is to be caſt into it. That inward remorſe, 


_ anguiſh and deſpair, make a part there is no 


queſtion ; but they are not the whole, 


IV. But there is a conſequence follows this 
notion of no wrath of God againſt fin, 


and ſtrongly inſiſted upon by Mr. Law, 
which | ſhakes the foundations of chriſtia- 
nity, vis. that Chriſt did not die to pro- 
pitiate or appeaſe that wrath: That he did 
not die as a ſacrifice in our ſtead. This 
demoliſhes the doctrine oſ a vicarious ſa- 
 tisfaftion for fin, made outwardly upon the 


croſs, by the blood of him, who being God 


could give it infinite merit, to ſatisfy in- 


finite juſtice, and being man, could make 
2 "TO . 


Readers of Mr. L A W. in 


* ſatisfaction in the ſame nature in which 
the n that required it was committed. 
Mr. Law ſays, God is love. True: But 
is he not fuſtice and truth as well as love? 
Had not 7ruth ſaid, the ſoul that ſinneth it 
| ſhall die? And did not juftice require the 
execution of that ſentences? God is not only 
ut, but juſtice itſelf; and juſtice cannot remit 
the leaſt farthing; elſe it were not juftice. 
God's attributes muſt not fight with or conquer, 
and ſabdue one another. On the contrary, 
they magnify and exalt one another. Thus 
his Jaſtice is magnified, in that it exacts 5 
| Full and adequate Satisfattion ; his wiſdom 
is magnified, in finding out ſuch means to 
make it; his mercy and love, in affording 
thoſe means, and fiulfilling all his promiſes 
in him, in whom mercy and truth thus 
met together, righteouſneſs and peace kiſſed 
each other. The inward application of this 
ſatigfaction, made outwardly by the blood 
of Chriſt, ſhed upon the croſs, to the heart 
of every believer, by the hand of Faith 
for it's Juſtification, with the - ſanftification 
that accompanies it, by the water flowing 
with the blood, to a new. birth and 4 zfe 
of ri aue from the death of fin, is 
doubtleſs 


x CAUTIONS to the 
doubtleſs the great end and intent of chriſ- . 


tianity, as much as taking a medicine is 


the end and intent of it's being given. 


But the goſpe! preached and read, and the 
ſacraments adminiſtered in the church, are 
the inſtruments appointed to work all this, 
by the power of the ſpirit that goes with 
them, or by them, as channels, into the 
heart of every believer. But if before he has 

received the grace of Chriſt by theſe which 
are the only appointed means of receiving it, 
or if inſtead of going on with humility and 
diligence in ſearching the ſcriptures of God, a 


perſon is to ſhut himſelf up and ſearch 


the inward depth and ground of his heart, 


what will he find there but the devil, rea- 


dy to take advantage of his having left his 
only guide, and transforming himſelf into an 
angel of light, under the diſguiſe of great 


flights of devotion and illumination, to in- 


ſtill his diabolical ſuggeſtions, and lead 
the deluded ſoul, Plindfold, and thinking her 
ſelf ſafe in the hands of the ſpirit of God, 


to deny and write againſt the ſati gfaction 
and atonement made for her fins by the 
blood of her redeemer. For by theſe very 
means have we ſeen one of the brighteſt 
. „ ER n 


| Readers of Mr. LA WJ. 


Ana in the Lrmament of the church (Oh! 
lamentable and heart- breaking ſight) fall · 
ing from the heaven of chriſtianity into the 
fink and complication of Paganiſm, Qua- 
 keriſm, and . mixed up with 
chymiftry, and aftrology, by a poſſeſt cobler, 
and alas, when a man comes to forſake 
the bible, and write againſt it's doctrines, 
what matters it whether it' is done by the 
| light of nature, the light within, or the in- 
ſpoken word. Believe not, therefore, good 
people, every ſpirit, whiſperin g to your ſoul 
in a fit of Quietiſm, but try the ſpirits, 
by the bible, whether they are of God. 
Keep to that, and let your faith, hope, 
love and devotion riſe as high as mom will: 
The bi gber the better. 


V. As to ther kd wy 3 elaſy ſto, 
| &c. it is a meer romance, without the leaſt 
countenance from holy ſcripture, nor does he, 
I think, produce above a text or two, by way. 
of proof. The holy ſcriptures tell us, the 

world was good at the finiſhing of it, but by the 
devil came fin, the parent of all evil, natu- 
ral and ſpiritual----that Chriſt came to re- 
deem us from it all, to ſatisfy for our 
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xi CAUTIONS to che 
fins, to raiſe our ſouls 'to righteouſneſs, by 


his ſpirit here, and to glorify us, body and 


| foul hereafter. This ſcheme is compleat, 


without ſearching after the ſtate of the 
chaos, before it was in being; or fancying 
this world to be the ruins of the angelical, 
as William Mbiſton did, it was the tail of 
a Comet, The ſame is to be ſaid of the 


notion of Adam caſed up in ſpiritual ma- 
terialities, one over another, like the coats 


of an onion. How many of theſe he had, 


Mr. Law does not ſeem ſure, giving dif- 
| ferent accounts in different books. Inſtead 
of inventing hypotheſes concerning the na- 
ture of paradiſe, let us ſtudy the way that 


led the penitent thief into it, repentance 
and faith in a Saviour on the croſs, King 


of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 


VI. Mr. Law is very lax and latitudi- 


narian with regard to the government and 


diſcipline of the church, which though (as 
be fays) it will not ſave a man, yet, is 


abſolutely neceſſary, to preſerve thoſe doc- 
trines, that will. A hedge round a vineyard, 
is, in 2zſelf, a poor paltry thing, but break 
it down, and all they that go by, will pluck 

off 
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Readers of Mr. LAW. Kili 


off ber grapes. And no ſin has been pu- 
niſhed with heavier puniſhments, for that- 


reaſon, than throwing down Fences, and 


making it indifferent, whether a chriſtian, 


be of any church or none, ſo he be but 
a. chriſtian, and have the birth of the in- 
ſpoken word, which is a Pope in every 


man's heart. But if Chriſt left a church 
upon earth, and ordered ſubmiſſion to the 
appointed governors of it, ſo far as a man 
reſiſts or undervalues this ordinance of Chriſt, 
ſo far he acts not like a chriſtian, let his 
inward light be what it will. In the ſame 
manner, I think, he is injudicious in con- 
demning a human writings, commenta- 


tors, &c. becauſe people are divided through 


the multiplicity of them. All human 


learning, that tends not to the knowledge 


of God, deſerves the cenſures he beſtows 


in a very maſterly manner. But how are 
we to underſtand the holy ſcriptures, and be 


able to teach and explain them to others, 


without a knowledge of the languages they 
are wrote in, and towards this, the la- 


bours of the faithful ſervants of God, 


who have gone before us, cannot but be 
of great ſervice. And therefore, I ſee not 


why 


ly CAUTIONS, &. 


1 why time is not as well ſpent, in the 
writings of the noble army of ſaints, and 
martyrs, and confeſſors, as in thoſe of F. 

Behmen, much better than in ſearching for 
truth in the inward depth and ground of 
the heart, which is indeed, we ſee, de- 
ceitſul above all things. Who can know it? 


A LETTER 


1 E T T E R 


TOA 


F R 1 E N D, Be, 


Dzan con, 


HAVE given your book two or dns 
patient readings, which ate more than it 
deſerves ; and now I ſit down to write my : 
thoughts concerning it. You may reniember 
I told you, when at G, that my late beſt . 
friend, Mr. Hervey, took notice of this author, 
as a moſt remarkable legaliſt; and as what he has 
ſaid concerning him, is as much as needs to be 
ſaid, I will here eite the pallages out of Theron 
and Aſpa/io. | 
Towards the endd of the ſeeood dialogue, * 
will meet with this obſervation. 
Theron. Other of your zealous folks. I have 
« known, who are all for the ſanctifying influence 
of the ſpiritz and reckon this affiance on the 
Saviour's merits, among the beggarly elements 
of religion: they ſcarce ever mention, what 
« Chriſt has done for us; but inſiſt wholly upon 
* what he does in us. When the religious 
e people are fo divided among themſelves, how 
can a ſtranger act? Which _ ſhall hs 


_ ' chooſe? way oh 
B 725 u, = 


* 


% cauſe of my juſtification; and the operative 


« chriſtianity ; neither diminiſh her dowry, nor 


will again find Mr. Law more fully pointed out, 
under the name of Ourunius. | 


« us, but by Chriſt himſelf formed in our hearts. 


 * to do with the perſons of men, but with the 
«truths of the goſpel. Ouranius, though eminently 


* way of thinking, he quite 45-00 the 
* doctrine of grace. 


5 7 be Lord ſiuliles the * Rom. iv. 3. What 


[2 1 


Adel. a Which, * heron ! let him Ae 
e neither, but aſſociate both. If the all- gracious 
« Redeemer has poured out his blood on the croſs, 
« that my guilt may be expiated ; and preſents 
« his interceſſion in heaven, that I may be endued 
with the ſpirit :----If he will be the meritorious 


e principle of my ſanctification: why ſhould I 
e ſcruple to receive him, in either, in both capacities? 
* Who would lop off the right hand, in order to 
e impart the higher dignity, or the greater im- 
„ portance to the left? T would be no partialiſt in 


„ mutifate her privileges. 
About the middle of the ſeventh dialogue, you 


Theron. What ſay you to the opinion which 
Ouranius ſo ſtrenuouſly maintains? that we are 
* juſtified, not by the merits of Chriſt inputed to 


„ And Ouranius is none of your proud or carnal 
people: His writings are remarkable for their 


« ſtrict piety, and his life is as np as his 


„principles. 
Aſpaſio. You * 7 heres, 1 * nothing 


« devout, may be miſtaken: And if this is his 


„What is written in the oracles of ſeriprure ? 


46 is 


& 14 


1 


« is implied in the maxim of Ouranius ? He juſti⸗ 


« fies the holy, the heavenly, the Chriſt- like. 
H man is juſtified by faith, ſays the ſecretary of 
„heaven. Rom, v. 1. He is juſtified by works, 


&« ſays the pen of Ouranius; only let them be 


works of a ſuperior order, ſuch as are internals 
* ſpiritual, and wrought by the operation of Chriſt _ 
e on the foul.----According to this notion, every 


e one is juſtified by his own love, his own purity, 


* his own zeal : whereas an unerring writer has 


* molt ſolemnly declared, That by one man's obedience 


mam, many myriads of ſinners, even all the 
© redeemed world, ſhall be made e Rom. 


* 

«© This notion, I think, is 5 legal) n in its greateſt 
e ſubtilty, or higheſt refinement. It diſannuls the 
ee merit of Chriſt; it vacates all imputation; and 


makes our falvation to conſiſt y in the work | 


« of ſanctification.“ 
You ſee how genteely thy late friend has treated 


Mr. Law. Til allow with him, that Oaranius may 
be eminently devout; and fo may a Mahemetan 
| Derviſe, or an Indian Brachman ; Butwhether fuch 
are pious and humble is another queſtion, to which 


I ſhall only anſwer, that God fees not as man fees z 


for man judges by outward appearances, but the 
Lord ponders the heart. Indeed, I- think no 
work is truly pious, that is not comformable to 
the divine will; fo that agreement, or difagree- 


ment with the hihle, is the beſt proof of the piety 
of any man's writings : And therefore, to make 


2 further diſcovery, we will now look through 
Mr. Law's piece, and examine it by this ls 


B 2 


TT 


1 


tit 


The book ſhould begin where 1 have hooked if, 


Page 3. Man, who has an eternity within 


him,“ Sc. Sc. for to ſay, Man is in a dream, 


becauſe be has au eternity within him, and therefore he 
is in a dream ſounds very odd. Surely, it is ſuf- 
ficrent to tell once of his dream, as well as of his 
ſleep.- Read as I adviſe, and ſatisfy yourſelt.------ 
I ſhould not have taken notice of this little blemiſn 


at ſtarting, but that I obſerve the author is full of 


:the God within; and a {mall trip may perhaps ſooner 


ſhew his deficiency in this reſpect, than a larger. 


This will be a great point gained; for take away 


the thought of inſpiration, and very little that he 
has aſſerted, has either ſcripture, or reaſon, to 


ſupport i . 
+ Peg. All ca eternity is loſt, for which we. 


we were We into being.” ] Mr. Law has 

-faid before, . We were born into this world--- 
—— ——_—_— 

& to become, either an eternal partaker (#ernal 


£6 partakers, it ſhould Bey « of a divine life of God, 
dor to have a helliſh eternity amongſt fallen 
angels; * ] all that two-fold eternity, therefore 


cannot be loſt. Here is another ſmall trip. 
P. 4. Do but ſuppoſe a man to govern his 


7/68 inward thoughts, Sc. by this view, of riſing 


166 out of the vanity of time, into the riches of 
nes eternity, and then every day has loſt all irs evil; 


* proſperity and adverſity has no difference. 
As this gentleman's holy catholick church is all 


the world, (ſee p. 37.) So he has borrowed this 


notion from his brethren; the Szoicks, animated by 


4 
— 


the ſame ſpirit. They affirmed, that pain was no 
evil; but that . man is happy in The midſt 


of 
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Should Ouranius repeat the ſame words in the 


of all men moſt miſerable. 
ſuch authority, a chriſtian muſt ſay nothiag - 


holineſs, Gen. i. 26. Col. iii. 10. Eph. iv. 23, 24. 


| cc birth Is life. 11 In Mr. La 8 imagination, 5 4 


5 
of 4 ſevereſt torture; I think 1 have read of obe, ; A 


who, in a horrible fit of the ſtone, roared out, e 
<<. Yet pain, I will not allow thee to be evil.“ - 


ſame condition, his repeating them, as devout 


as he is, would make me ſuſpect his yeracity. 
Hear what the maſter ſays, not to the world 


but to his ciſciples,----/# efficient fon the day, is + © 
the evil thereof. Matt. vi. 34. Hear what St. Pau! 
ſays, Fin this Ii ife only we have hope in Chriſt; ane are 

1 Cer. xv. 19; After 


P. 5. © The ſpirit of prayer never fails to unite _ 
8 to the one only good, Sc.] A true faith 
in Chriſt unites us to the one only good, and from 
this proceeds the true ſpirit of prayer. Without 
this, the wicked may roar upon their beds, and 
cry even to the Lord, but as he is not united o | 
them, he will not anſwer them. 

P. 6. - The firſt man had the Gin 4 70 
* ſpirit of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. breathed 
ce unto him.---They had breathed, their own, nature Wy * 4 
and ſpirit into him.”.] Not their eſſence I hope; 
for that is incommunicable: Beſides; if ſo, man 
was not a creature: But they breathed into his 
noſtrils, or gave unto him a created ſpirit, after their 
own image, in knowledge, righteouſneſs and true 


P. 6. Paradiſe ſignifies an heavenly ſtate, or 


ſuppoſe, | the word, 79 . ſignifies 
orchard, or ace for fruit aste 
5 3 


10 


ll R Wl. P. 7. « Adam had all that nature, which the 
| | RN th * the angels have; N «tl har heavenly 
* body.” ] This our author knew by aſpiration ; 


too, he muſt diſcourſe, that the angels have an 
beaventy Loch. | 

P. 7. The new world was created out of the 

* Chaos, or the ruins of the kingdom of faln 

0 angels.” ] Thus, according to Ouranius, the 
world was created out of Devil-ruins, How then 

could the Almighty ſay of it, when he created it. 
Jt wwas good, and very good. Gen. i. 31. 
not only. to charge God with being the author 

of ſin, as to our world, but what is too ſhocking 

to mention. Our author goes on [ it was 
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Le this new world in bimſelf. 2] Horrible! the 


the Almighty !---The Manichees held ſomething 
like this; only they invented two principles, the 
one the author of good, the other of evil. Their 


what ſpirit then inſpired it? 


P. 7. Adam's body was not middle of ſuch 
© dead earth as we now make bricks of. ] Why 
not of ſuch dead earth? Is not dead earth good 
enough to make a dead body of? If it be, that 
e was ſufficient: For Mr. Law ſays [ ** Adam's 
ue Was no more alive i in him, than Satan and 

el r were alive in him. 2] This was 
Ort too: Though the Devil was in him, 


7 „ the 


for the ſcripture ſays nothing of it, and reaſon can 
know nothing about it. -From the ſame ſource, 


This is 


e neceſſary, that man ſhould have the nature of 


Devils nature new faſhioned, breathed into him by 


account 45 quite preferable to Mr. Law's: lle 
. ſcripture oppoſes it; reaſon cannot fathom it; | 
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the Devil was dead in him until rn che fall.—— 


erection) yet dwelling in a body and ſpirit, taken 


Query. How mill they differ ? or how: will he 


| becauſe they live and die alternately z but 12 on 


tc 22 Þ 


But I muſt return back. | 
P. 7. Adam was an angel, both a as to body, | 


« and ſpirit, (as he will be again after the reſur- 


* from this new created world.” } We ſee, ac- 
cording to this gentleman, Adam, as created, had 
two bodies and two ſpirits; a heavenly body and 
ſpirit, and an earthly body and ſpirit. Here ariſes 
a great difficulty -Muſt this earthly: body and 
ſpirit, after the reſurrection, become a heavenly. 
body and ſpirit ? One would think it muſt: and 
if ſo; then Adam, after the reſurrection, will have 
two heavenly ſpirits, and two heavenly bodies. 


uſe them? In this world ſomething might be done, ö 


muſt be both alive. Poor ſtuff! Ah, well-a-day!. 
P. 8, „He had his trial, Whether he 8 
« live as an angel; er whether he would turn bis 
«© deſire to the opening the beſtial life of - the 
* outward world in himſelf, for the lake A A IN 
ing the good and evil that was in it.” ] Query. 
What part of the man was this trial put to? gy 
heavenly nature,, or the earthly nature ?---Not Nw 
earthly nature, one would think, becauſe that wasgpg 
dead at preſent, and ſo uncapable of it, Jr _ 
therefore, be put to the heavenly oC = 
+20, 


this is very ſtrange, that the heavenly nature mould 

firſt covet earthly things, which yet the earthly} 

zature could only purſue : It is ſtrange, that it 

ſhould chooſe to die, that the earthly nature might] A 

live.---Good and evil, according to Ouranius, waz a: 
B 4 . 


0 


„ 1 
in the world Before the beſtial life was opened in 
man: This muſt be known by inſpiration, but 
not from God; for he ſays, al Was cool, and very 
good. | 
5 1 9. His heavenly foirit with 1 its heavenly 
body, were both extinguiſhed in him; but his 
| « ſoul, an immortal fire that could not die, became 
« 2 poor flave in beſtial fleſh and blood.” } We 
have already heard, that Adam had a heavenly 
| ſpirit and body; and here we find he had alſo a 
ſoul that could not die. - Pray, how came this 
fifth nature into him? I thought it had been the 
ſame with the ſpirit, which God breathed into 
man; but Mr. Law ſays, it is not; and upon 
his principles, it is very hard to know what to 
make of it. 

P. 9. © Redemption is to make that „ 
oy ſpirit and body, which Adam loſt, to be alive 
DET in all the humane nature, and this is. called 
e regeneration.” ] Till now never heard, that 
„ % redemption and regeneration was the ſame thing. 
If it be not too late, I would yet teach him to 
4 *. diſtinguiſn. In redemption Chriſt purchaſes his 
AJoſt creature, and in regeneration he renews it; 
ö ith the one is his work for us, and the other is his 
n work in us. 0 
WAN P. 9. He who created all things, was only 
__ % able to bring life again to that celeſtial ſpirit 

A8 « and body which had departed from Adam. 


- 


"MER | . 

Wo Tei is moſt true; when man had brought ſin and 
wi <.. 2 death upon himſelf, none could redeem him from 
ee the e the emen and the Power of ſin, 


but 


. 
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e cauſe the: heavenly. body of. Adam, and of, an- 
gels, was for med out of the heavenly. materiali- 


it is not without its difficulties. In page 16, he 
tells us, [* That the g/aſ ſea was, by the wrath», 


e broke all into pieces, and became a black lake, | 
« and darkneſs ; 3 2 height and depth of the con- 


4 fuſed, divided, fighting properties of nature.] 
Now, as our world was made out of this Chaos, 


— Py a» Ut} _ i nts 2 57 8 Gt » "4 3 
EOS To re eng ot inf E442 * 
J — 65! 8 

2 d Ee ny, 


| heavenly. body was made out of? ---What pix! it | 


6c heavenly badies, is the neceſſity of our eating 


[ 9 ] 7 
but him that created him: none but a God could ; 
purchaſe him; none but a God could renew him. 


This is plain from the ſcripture; but Mr. Lau, 
forſak ing that fountain of living water, is for ever 
hewing out for himſelf à broken ciſtern, of looſe 
inconſiſtent; principles which no mortal can tell 
what to make of. 3 10 Am aaa 
P. 9. He; pan 5 ar nge of water,, be- 


* 


ce ty, which is called water, or the glaſſy ſea.” Joy 4 — . 
St. Jobn does repreſent the 1 ſaints in glory, as ſtand- 
ing upon a ſea of glaſs, Rev. xv. 2. but he does wo. 
not give-us the moſt diſtant hint, that the heaven 
ly bodies of angels were made of the matter of, 

this ſea; nor, indeed, that they have ſuch heaven-. 
ly bodies. - This is Mr. Law's revelation, and. yet. 


ful rebellious workings of the apoſtate ſpirits, 


6s horrible Chaos of fire and wrath, thickneſs 


this muſt be before the creation of man. | How 


then was the piece of glaſy ſea ſaved, that Adam's 


1s, that Mr. Lato has not told us ' 
F. 10, he neceſſity of our regaining, our 


the body and blood of Cbriß. d: Drive this 
nail 
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[ 16 
nail to the head, and we ſhall have a new argu- 
ment for the doctrine of adds from 


Mr. Law's new revelation. 


P. 10. Our fall is nothing elſe; bot the 
* falling of our ſoul from' this celeſtial body and 
t ſpirit into a beſtial body and ſpirit of this world. 


„Our riſing oüt of our fallen ſtate, or redemp- 


* tion, is nothing elſe but the regaining of our 


Il « firft angelic ſpirit and body, which in ſcripture 
9 e is called, our inward, or new man. “] One would 


My 

it 

25-10 

= + 

14 - 
Zust. 


hink, according to this, that the ſoul was not 
. united to the beſtial body and fpirit till the fall: 
Now it is very ſtrange, that the beſtial body and 
ſpirit ſhould be part of the man from the creation, 
and yet the ſoul not united to it.----But he that 
reads Mr. Lau, muſt expect to meet with very 
ſtrange things. N 

P. 10. We ſee here the true OFT FP of all Þ 


4 the mortifications of fleſh and blood, required 


* in the goſpel: It is becauſe this beſtial life of 


this outward world ſhould not have been opened 


* in man.” It is not fleſh and blood that the 
goſpel requires to be mortified, but the whole 
body of ſin, or the corrupt nature which we all 


receive from Adam. This corrupt nature contains 


many things in it, which beaſts are utterly un- 
capable of; fuch as pride, ambition, covetouſ- 
neſs, envy, idolatry, witchcraft, c. Ge. To 


make uſe of the term, beſtial, inſtead of Anful, 
ſeems to me, therefore, an abuſe of the innocent 


part of the creation, which is not capable of ſin- 


ing : It is true, we perceive diſorder _ them; 
but 


E 


but let this gentleman prove, that it was not 4 


conſequence of the ſin of man, and then he will 
have proved, that God was the author of this 
diſorder. If the creature is ſubject ee e ir is . 


the ſin of man that has made it ſo. his 772 
P; Th of He luſted to know, ad; ak 2 | 


means F knowing, what good and evil is in . 


gte beſtial life of this world.“ ] There was f 57 * 


evil in our world, till he brought it into it, 'by#/ 7 85 


tranſgreſſing ſo eaſy a commandment: his out- 


ward body was as holy as his inward ſoul, and 


both ſtood and fell together: He had no necd to 
be an angel in this world, the name of man was 
honourable, his own nature was holy, and the 
world which was given him was alſo holy; his 
dominion was great, and all _ were put under 


his Net 4 | 
P. 11. He was to "have" no feeling of Lg 


1 good or evil of this worlg.”)] This is not true; Ig. — 
he did feel the good and rejoiced in it; and evil a. 
there was none for him to feel, till he had intro- | 
ddd: . TO OOTY 
P. 12. The angel eh n no impfelhons o Kew | . 4 
or cold, from the water.“ Mr. Law knows; 8 
nothing of the angels manner of acting, and his 8 Srl a 
invention of this tale is as idle, as his application abe 
of * Fes 0 
P. 12, „All the evil of every part of this 
world, is to be left to be poſſeſſed by the devil, 
** and his angels.“ As Ouranius derives this 
world from the devil, ſo he, at laſt, leaves it in his — 


bands. We have had enough of this unſupported 


_ new 


[12 } 


new ie. ; this caſtle in ha air; now let us ſee 
what inferences he gathers from it. 

P. 13. Hence it is plain, that the ſin . fall 

+ | wat Adam did not conſiſt in a ſingle act of diſobedi- 

LY a * e ence.“] Thar is, it is plain, that the fin of Adam 

8 Has no ſin; for /in, lays the. apoſtle, is the tranſpre/- 

_. Ne of the law. 1 John iii. 4. and ſurely, to tranf- 

5 the law, and to dich) che law muſt be the 

fame thing. 

Po 44-5: Nothing af this is ; the truth of this 

& matter, either on the part of God, or the part 

of man.] That is, God neither gave man 

a law, nor did man diſobey one. This account 

— of the fall tallies to a nicety with what St. Paul 

b it 7 ſays.---By ene man's diſobedience. many were made ſin- 

(4 | nets, Rom, v., 19. | 

| [4 + £ 43 It is plain, too, that the ond of b 

| 3 GGod was not an arbitrary command, but a moſt 

i — ure eving information. ] This follows the former | 

13 eee the — well. aK is plain, that Adam's ſin 
4 7 


was no ſin; Fs it is as plain, that the command 

Hus no command. And now follows, from page 

ll j 7% Irv, the 14th. to page the 22d, an extraordinary para- 

phraſe of this no commandment; which, as it is Mr. 

aw's new revelation applied, I ſhan't need to take 

notice of, only where it is more pee than 
what we have had already. 

P. 14. Till thou haſt brought forth a nume- 

: 2 rous offspring.”] Query. If Adam had not 

fallen, was his numerous offspring to have been 

on. begotten by the inward angelical body, or by the 

| outward WO of this world ?.--One would think it 

ſhould 
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| 
1 * 
| 
| 
if 


| ſhould have been by the inward body; for the out- 


God: How daring to put ſuch words into bl 
mouth, after he es fad, 1 Prey" thas he 


made was very good! 


gels could make what they pleaſed; and of crea- 


is it's own reward, and vice it's own puniſhment. 


account of the origin of Chaos! It exceeds this” 
dictate of common ſenſe. Matter, brought im. 


t 32 I 


ward body was dead, till the fall. h 
P. 14. A groſs corruptible ſtate of thing Hh hot cas 2 
This is a fine account of the world, as created 


Mu. 


i Perpetual Gems of dive and a 
<« were riſing and changing thro' all their glaſſy 
«ſea, meerly at their pleaſure.“! Thus the an- 


tures become creators.---This is fine ſtuff! 
P. 16. © In no hell;--bound by no chains es 


and 

Tou will obſerve, that Mr. Law, throughout 
book, goes upon this Stoical Pinie That virtue os 
P. 16. Theirg/aſſy ſea was broke all intopieces.“ | 
This muſt be a prodigious loſs to the ente 


angels, as well as to the fallen ones. What could 
theſe do without their glaſſy ſea? Here is à fin 


being, muſt be a Chaos, till it was brought into form, H 
It overthrows this | ſaying of Maſes. He refled Rx 
from all bis work, which God brought into being, tte, 
form out of. Gen. ii. 3.--- According to Mr. Law, the "OW" 
devil brought matter into ee nor Bade 0 R s a. I” 
 Manichee! vie Y 
. 17. „ Ad laſt fire kindled at * ( M* 
Thus God is made to tell Adam of the deſtructioꝶ 
of an evil world, before he had —— hate 


| tanſgreiiont After ſo plain an account, one would 


40 1 
think, Adam could not have been ignorant of 
evil. 
— A liſe of ſuch a and years, as in 
ic eternity have no diſtinction from a moment.“ 
I have ſeen the eternity of God beautifully deſcrib- 
ed, as the eternal now of his exiſtence, wherein all 
things paſt and future are preſent with him; but I 
never met with a Philoſopher before; who aſſert- 
ed, that the ſempiternity of angels and men was 
not progre ſſive. Now follows, from page the 
18th. to the 21ſt. a great myſtery not revealed in 
the bible, I wonder where Mr. Law had it! The 
intent of it is to ſhew, that, if the devil had not 
made a Chaos, God could not have made ſuch a 
world as ours: [* For no fruits of vegetables could 
| <6 have ſprung up in the divided elements, but 
Wet 49; * becauſe they are the divided parts of that one 
15 “ heavenly materiality, or glaſſ ſea, in which an- 


_ 


; ls gelical fruits had formerly grown forth.“ 
P. 21. Eat therefore only of the food of Pa- 
1 Vradiſe. I Mr. Law has forgot that the tree of 
＋ Jxgwknowledge of good and evil grew in the midſt of 


al Paradiſe. Infallibility, I find, is conſiſtent with 
77575 Anadvertencies, if not with miſtakes. | 
% P. 22. © Stripped of the angelical garment, 
r es that hid,“ (Hid! it ſhould be Bides, ſure Alam 

WE not then faln) thy outward body under it's 
29 glory, thou wilt be forced to ſeek from beaſts 
a a covering.” am ſought frgm fig-leaves, not 
from beaſts, a — The Lord God made 
him a-coat of Vins, as a rype of that 1 
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P. 22. © This paraphraſe leave to the re flec- 
<« on of the reader.”] We ſee Mr. Law was 
be my 
4 E F * E Cc * 2 N. 


OW weak a thing is man! Who forſaking 
the fountain of living water, will perpetu- 
ally be hewing out, to himſelf a broken ciſtern, 


which can never hold any! Chriſt is the light of 
the world; and he has given us his word, to be a 
light to our feet, and a lanthern for our path; and __ +. 
yer we are continually kindling ſparks within, in- 


_ dependant of the word without; and charmed with... 
our own dotage, we publiſh it to the world, un- 
derſtanding neither what we ſay, nor whereof we 
affirm! We can talk of a glaſſy fea, a rumed Chaos, 


angelical bodies, heavenly materiality, having its fruits 


and vegetables much more real than am that grow in 
time! We can talk of beauttous forms, figures, vir- 
tues, powers, colours and ſounds, in the geren 
regions, which God has no where told us of, and 


of which the human mind can ferm no idea! g 


And then, becauſe we underſtand not what we 
have been talking of, we imagine our diſeourſe 
has been wonderfully ſublime, and call upon our 


friends to refle? upon our amazing diſcovetical 


Thus we think we have light, when behold b 
* ſcurity! We think we have brightneſs, when w 
walk in darkneſs! We grope for the wall, lile 
the blind; we grope as if we had no/eyes; we 
| ſtumble at noon-day, as in the night, and we ar 


in deſolate One? like the dead! The light wills 
's 


charmed with his ame This then thall a 


1 * 


— 
# 1 
14 


-16 J 
| 43s is darkneſs; and an how great i is our dark- 
| . neſs ? 


— 5 


God, inflicting puniſhments on the Miodedient 
2 creatures.“] This is a very odd notion; how 

conſiſtent with ſcripture we mall ſee preſently. 
P. 22. If Adam, contrary to the will of God, 

« had broke both his legs, and put out both his 


, 


| barraſſes it more than when the things compared 
% Ne e not exactly ſimilar, this will appear very plain, 
2 


LAY” 
'Þ 
8 o 


8 2 to go to a certain place, and to look upon 
— a certain object, under the penalty of having his 
eyes put out and his legs broken; and if, notwith- 
. ſtanding this prohibition, Adam did go, and we 


we not juſtly ſay, that God had puniſhed him with 
| . blindneſs and lameneſs for his diſobedience,---Now 


| knowledge | of good and evil was delightful and 
wholeſom; it was good for food, pleaſant. to the 
Des, and much to be defired 10 make one wiſe. Gen. 
iii. 6. The death that followed was firſt threaten- 
0 and then inflicted upon man as:a, puniſhment. 


in * ſeeing. Adam in. fg W 2 lame 8 0 
1 n T 1 told 
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Par. 55F he miſery; which Adam "PROM up- 
on himſelf, was not the effect of any wrath of 


eyes, could it, with any ſhew of reaſon, have 
. been ſaid, that God, had puniſhed him with lame- 
| hens ; neſs and blindneſs?”], As nothing clears up the 
1  foruth more than an apt ſimilitude, ſo nothing em- 


if we ſubſtitute a juſt one in the room of this which 
is ſo very unjuſt :-----Thus if God had prohibited 


3 afterwards met with him blind and lame, might 


this was the very caſe : The fruit of the tree of 


P. 23. If it be further ſuppoſed, that God, 
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"2 reignty of God has been appealed to, and fits, 
| ſer the matter right.] It has been a er 


1 17 1 
9 told him that by the uſe of a (certain)ſecret fn A dos, 
* his] power, his blindneſs and lameneſs ſhould g aww 
4 be reſtored:, Muſt it not ſtill be more unreaſon- 4 
e able to charge any thing ofthis blindneſs and 
< lameneſs upon the wrath of God?”] Let this xl 
be ſtated thus, If it be futther ſuppeſed; that # 
God ſeeing Adam in this blind and lame condition, 
told him, that he would ſend his only ſon to make 


ſuch ſatisfaction for his offence, as in juſtice he was 


bound to, and to heal him of his blindneſs and 


lameneſs, if he would but come to him, and ac- 
cept of him, as his Saviour; muſt it not be ſaid, 


that God was an infinitely good being, who; tho” 
he could not love the rebel with a love of compla- 


cency till he ſubmitted to accept of his gracious 


offer; yet, had ſuch an amazing love of pity for him, 


as not only to be willing to be reconciled to him, ; 


but actually to lay help upon one that was mighty, 
and to give and ſend the perſon, who was able 
fully to compleat the work ?----That this is a true 
ſtate of the caſe, I appeal to the oracles of God, 
againſt Mr. Law's new revelation; and if upon 


examination, this is found to be right, of ſuch a 


being, we may well lay with St. Jobn----Ged is 
love. 

P. 2 8. 46 Ir has been a great queſtion, how the 
« ooodneſs of God could puniſh ſo {mall an offence 
with ſo great a puniſhment?----Here She * 


FE 


day be EI dying he ſhould die? God had 
C faid Ky 


queſtion, how God could pardon Adam's fin with- 


out ſatisfaction, ſeeing he himtelf had ſaid, in the 


Ca} 
1 ſaid that man ſhould. die. Gey. ii. 17. The 
1 | devil had ſaid, he ſhould not die. Gen. iii. 4. 
Without the penalty executed, which had ſpoken 
. the truth? So that, not the ſovereignty of God, 
* but his truth has been appealed to; and has clearly 
proved the neceſſity of ſatisfafiion, and imputed 
_ righteouſneſs, that God might be juſt, and yet the 
Juſtifier of him that believes in Jeſus. _ 

P. 26. Thegreateſt queſtion of all, and which 

c divines of all ſorts have been ever ſolving, and 

„yet never have ſolved, is this. How it can con- 

« ſift with the goodneſs of God, to impute the fin 

of Adam to all his poſterity ?”] Tho' Ouranius 

is ſo very ſanguine, as to aſſert, that none of our 
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divines could ever get over this difficulty; I can't 

think that there is the leaſt difficulty in it: For God 

having created man upright, and placed him in a | 
ſtate of the utmoſt happineſs, why might he not 
juſtly eſtabliſh it as an unalterable law of nature, 
that man ſhould produce his own ſpecies in the | 
ſame condition with himſelf, and with the ſame 
quality of mind and body ?----I believe no mortal Þ 
can give a juſt reaſon why God might not eſtabliſh Þ® 
ſuch a law at the beginning; and yet, till this is 4 


done, that it may be ſo, will remain indiſputa- 

A ble; and that it is ſo St. Paul's ſayings are quite 

4 deciſive---By one man /in entered into the world, and 

*. * Vdeath by fin; and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for 
12 that all have ſinned. Rom v. 12.----By the offence 

| of one, judgment came Fos all men to 3 

Rom. v. 18. 

P. 26, 27. © Men receive chai bode and ſouls 

« by birth from Adam; they are not imputed to 

0 them rom God.” That men receive their 

| bodies 


=, IO Vs 
DO 
Ee 


puniſbment, notwithſtanding our author's Stoical 


« with himſelf;“ and we can account for it, witho(id 
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1 19 1 
bodies from Adam is very plain, but how they re⸗ 
ceive their ſouls is not ſo clear: It is evident, that 
the body is not imputed, but imparted; but this 


is no proof that fin cannot be imputed. Sin and 
the body are not the ſame thing; neither are An and 


fancy. We know that Adam of earthly fleſh — 
cc and blood oed beget children of the ſame nature, 7 ar 


having recourſe to imputation: But when we ſee. 
theſe children in the ſame woful condition, before 
they have done either good or evil; we cannot up- Send 

on that footing account for this. Suppoſe a con- 
demned felon in a goal, ſhould beget a ſon; wear who 


, 


can eaſily ſatisfy ourſelves, that the lad muſt be of humactſ 


the ſame nature with his father: But if, before he 
has either done good or evil, we ſhould ſee him 


confined in the ſame dungeon, and at laſt taken 
and hanged along with his father; we muſt con- 


clude, that the father's crime was ſome- how im- 
puted to the child, or the child could not be juſtly 3 
executed: So that all which this gentleman has ſaid RY 


of God's not imputing Adam's crime to his poſterity, 


ought to be conſidered as worſe than «waſte paper; Þ, be . 


as it 'tends to give us wrong notions of what we 
_ plainly fee, plainly feel, and what God has plainly 


revealed unto us. 
P. 27, 8. It is a actions and joyful, truth, 


that from eternity to eternity, no ſpark of wrath 


* ever was, or ever will be, in the holy triune 


God.] Had our author the leaft regard for the 


holy ſcriptures, as the rule of faith and manners, 


= would not thus dare to contradict i it, in the very 


© gf letter 
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letter of it. Hear What one prophet ſays, ----The 


F ao |} 


Lord is the true God, and an everlaſting king; at his 
wrath the earth ſhall. tremble, and the nations ſhall 


not be able to abide his indignation. Jer. x. 10. 


Hear what another prophet ſays, I ho can ſtand 


| before his indignation? and who can abide the fierce- 
neſs of bis anger! His fury is poured out like fire, and 


the rocks are thrown down by him, Nah. i. 6.--- Hear 
what one apoſtle ſays,---- He that believeth on the ſon 
hath everlaſting life, and he that believeth nat the ſon 


| hall not ſee life, hut the wrath of God abideth on him. 
Joh. iii. 35.----Hear what another apoſtle ſays,---- 


Let no man deceive you with vain words, for becauſe | 
of theſe things cometh the wrath of God upon the children | 


of diſobedience. Eph. v. 6.----Theſe are the authors 
of my ſyſtem of divinity: Theſe are the lights that 
I chooſe to follow. But Ouranius dares to reaſon 


againſt the prophets and apoſtles. [** If, ſays he, 


%a wrath of God was any where, it muſt be every 
& where; if it burned once, it muſt burn to all 


eternity.“ Thus by daring to ſtare at the ſun, he 


has loſt his eye-ſight. Anger in God, is not like 
the paſſien of anger in us, perturbation; but *tis 
his eternal averſien to fin and impurity: He al- 


ways hates ſin, as he always loves holineſs; and 


when, and where-ever the proper object appears, 
his vengeance will purſi ue it, As-he is a boundleſs 
abyſs of all that is good and amiable, he cannot 
but abhor all that is evil and hateful. Tho' he 
hates nothing that he has made, he hates ſin which 


he never gave being to; and will ſeverely puniſh 


it, both in angels and men. How prepoſterous, 
therefore, is it, for the ſake of a weak Stoical no- 


tion 


L 21 
tion bat virtue is its own reward, and vice its 
9wn puniſhment-----to queſtion whether a righteous 


God can judge, or a holy God can govern the 
world. *Tis a very odd notion indeed, that be- 
cauſe God is an infinitely good being, therefore he 
neither can, ner will puniſh his delinquent crea- , 


tures: I ſhould infer the direct contrary. 


P. 31. The paragraph that runs, chro- the 31ſt. 
and 32d. pages of Mr. Law's work, is ſuch a meſs 
of crude incoherent ſtuff, that J have not patience | 
to tranſcribe it: All that he means, if he means any 
thing, may be expreſſed in theſe few words. The 


angels that fell, loſt not their being, or eſſence, for 
if they had, they muſt have fallen into nothing, but 


they loſt the rectitude or holineſs of their nature: 
So that all the difference between an angel and a 
devil is this, the one is a holy, and the other an- 


impure ſpirit.----How vain then is it, to talk of 4 


root, an eternal root of life, as ſomething different . 


from the heavenly nature! Who is this that dark- 


ens counſel by words, without knowledge? The 
angelical holineſs may be diſtinguiſhed from ange- 


lical eſſence, as a property that might be loſt; but 
it muſt not be conſidered as a diſtin& perſon. The 


blunder lies here. In conſidering diſtinct proper- 
ties as diſtinct beings, with the heathen My- 
 thologiſts; from whom, as a part of his holy ca- 
tholick church, Mr. Law, has made bold to take 

a good many of his notions. - 


P. 33. © The angels that 
te the horrible depths of their own ſtrong ſelf- tor 


<< menting nature, and that was their bell,” Tha 


| fell directly intoN® 


Rab 5 
whe I") 


is, their fin was their 8 and they 55 | ; 
| Ca * 


1 ma I 


capable of no other: But the ſcripture witneſſes to 


the contrary----They are kept in chains of darkneſs 
unto the judgment of the great day, Jude 6.----and 


by the way, the very mention of judgment is ſuffi- 


cient to daſh our author's Stoical fancy to pieces: 
For what occaſion for judging, I beſeech you, 
when the perſon judged is incapable of further pu- 
niſhment? Let us ſuppoſe with Ouranius, (as he 
will have the devil to have a body) that Satan fell 


by breaking his own legs, and putting out his own 


pable of no other puniſhment, but what was be- 


we F Judge thee. 


yy * foul,gdi did not fall directly into the devil's hell, but 
7e intd a body of earthly fleſh and blood.“ Then, 

f Adam's ſoul dwelt with his angelical man; and 
if the body taken from this outward world, in 


earthly fleſh and blood, it follows that Adam's 


This is very odd. 


F. 34. © He only found that which he foughe, 
* and fell into no other Kate, or miſery, than that 


** had opened in him: And therefore this outward 


| *+* world ſtood him in great ſtead; it prevented his 
WW: * immediate falling into the ſtate of fallen an- 


- 


eyes: What occaſion for judging, if he was ca- 


fore inflicted upon him Out L thy own mouth | 


EN Ra. Adam's ———_—_ man dwelt in a body 
72 taken from this outward world Cherefore his 


which it dwelt, be the ſame with the body of 


ſoul fell into the body which it dwelt in before. 
40 beſtial life, which his own actions and deſires 


-. gels.“ ] As, according to Mr. Law's ſyſtem, A. 

. fall implyed no more than the beftial Tife 

; laid open 10 bim; if fin be irs own puniſhment, , 
| cannot 


2 


123 
cannot ſee how man could fall any further. If 
that was his ſin, and that fin was his puniſhment, (as 
Mr. Law thinks ) this outward world could ſtand 
him in no ſtead: He could not fall into the devils 
hell, nor be liable to be puſhed into it : His fin 
did not do it, and God, (according to him) not 
being angry with him, would not do it. | 


The reſt of this chapter is intended to „ 5 


neceſſity of regeneration againſt the Arminians and 
Socinians; in which, as we agree with him, (tho 


we differ extreamly as to the nature of the change 


required) I have not much to object: Only, I 


cannot but wonder, that he, who has ſo figura- | 


tively explained away the doctrine of the fall, and 
Adam eating of the tree of knowledge, ſhould be 


ſo very angry with his oponents for interpreting 


regeneration in a figurative ſenſe. What he has 
ſaid under this head is ſuitable enough; but he 
ſhould have remembered, if this be a miſtake, his 
adverſaries are not the only perſons that are guilty. 

I wonder, too, that he ſhould think it neceſſary 


for the ſon of God to become man, to bring about 


this new birth: If none but a God could do this, 


yet why might not a God do it without becoming ® 55 3 


man?----Take away the doctrine of ſatisfaclion, 
and imputed righteouſneſs, and no good reaſon". 


SI 


we 


can be given. Indeed, it was neceſſary, if we 


| muſt be purchaſed before we could be quickened ; ; 
but then ſanctification is not the whole of our re- 

demption, tho' it be the end for which we are re- 
deemed. I ſhall conclude my remarks on this 
chapter, with a ſaying of the Redeemer's principal 
favourite, which I ground my faith upon in this 
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particular----This is he that came by water and blood, 


blood to expiate our fins, and water to purify our 
ſouls; even Jeſus Chriſt; ct by water only; not 


by ſanctification only, as Ouranius would have 


him; but by water and blood; by ſanctification and 
Juſtification; and it is rhe Spirit that beareth witneſs, 


becauſe the Spirit is truth. 1 John v. 6. ---- and if 
the Spirit of truth witneſſeth this, the ſame Spirit 
cannot witneſs the contrary. ny 


C4... 


40 han” haſt ſeen, dear reader, the na- 
60 tiles 79 neceſſity of regeneration.”] We have 
| op ſomething of the neceſſity, but very little of 
the nature of it: But if we will ſtudy it, as it is a 
real univerſal change, a vital principle, a gracious 
habit, the law of God written in the heart, and a 
real likeneſs to God and Chriſt; with God's bleſ- 


ſing; and under his direction, we fhall be ſure to 


know more of it than Mr. Law ſeems capable of 
telling us. 
1 Eicmlypſettle in thy mind this 120 


e certain truth, that all our ſalvation conſiſts in the 


manifeſtation of the nature, life and ſpirit of Je- 
* ſus Chriſt in our inward new man. This alone 
« is chriſtian redemption; this alone delivers from 
the guilt and power of ſin; this alone redeems, 
** renews and regains the firſt life of God in the 
* ſoul of man.”] To ſettle any thing in our 
mind as a certain truth, which is contrary to the 
written word, is the ready way to daſh ourſelves to 
Pieces upon the rocks ot error; ag that regeneration | 
and 


* 


1 is 1 

and ſanctification is the whole of our r redemption; 
| &c. is utterly inconſiſtent with the word of God. 
The redemption which we obtain by Chriſt, was 
brought about by the payment of a price. Rom. 
iii. 24. Gal. iii, 13. Epb. i. 7. Heb. ix. 12. 
1 Pet. i, 18 19. Mat, 0 Cor. vi. 20. 
Regeneration therefore is not our redemption, as 
it is no price paid for us: It gives no right to hea- 
ven, nor is there any meritorious connexion between 7 
it and a ſtate of glory: Glory is indeed merited, © 
but the merit reſults not from the new nature, but 
from our new bead, Chriſt Jeſus; the price of that 
- lies in him, not in us, In my opinion this error 
is worſe than Popiſh; for the Papiſts themſelves 
plead for the merit of Chriſt, tho they add their 
Own to it; whereas all merit, but what is lodged 

in the creature, is utterly excluded Mr. Law's 
ſyſtem: And what makes this error the more dan- 
gerous is, becauſe there is a great deal of truth 
mingled with it, from which it is hard to diſtin- 
_ guiſhit: For tho! regeneration is not redemption, 
it is certainly founded upon it; tho? it purchaſes 
not the heavenly ſtate for us, it fits us to receive 
it: It makes us meet to be partakers of the inhe - 
ritance of the ſaints in light; and tho? we are not 
juſtified by any inherent righteouſneſs, yet ſanctifi- 
cation always accompanies juſtification, [. aTis 
$6 therefore, as Mr. Law ſays, Sm 
© whereby every one may try the truth of his 
* ſtate;”] and tho? it is not the whole of our ſalua- 
tion, yet out of thankfulneſs for what Chriſt has 
done for us, if we are chriſtians indeed, we ſhall 
always ftrive to imitate him; and to have all with- 


1 
in us changed into his ſpirit and temper; ever re- 
membering, that sf any man has not the ſpirit of 
Chriſt he is none of his, and that where ever Chriſt 


is a Saviour, old gs are paſt away, all is be- 


I new. 


2 5. P. 52. But thou wilt ſay, how mall this great 


„ 52 


« work, the birth of Chriſt, be effected in me?“ 
Our author s anſwer is, be truly willing and de- 
ſirous of it. -And this is moſt true, the defire f 
grace is the beginning of grace; but then we muſt be 

careful, that we don't take that for grace which 


is not, and ſo place our deſires upon a wrong ob- 


jeſt. This is certain, the goſpel is the power of God 
zo ſalvation; ſo that, if the object of our deſires 


is any pretended light within which is not willing 


to be brought to the light wit bout, this is ſufficient | 


to render it ſuſpicious and if it agrees not with 


the light without, it is moft certainly counterfeit. 
The goſpel is the inſtrument of the new birth, and 
God is the author, f his own will begets he us with 
the word of truth. Jam. 1. 18.----If ever then we 
ſhould have the image of God, in inward impreſ- 
ſions of grace, and outward expreſſions of holineſs, 


ve muſt look for our transformation in and by the 


goſpel: Nothing elſe can give us a right notion of 


the · new birth, much leſs, produce it; never then 
let us look after gloomy fancies, nor expect it in a 
new way; but ſtand by the ways and ſee, and aſk 


for the old way, which is the good one, and walk 
in it; and fo we ſhall find that reſt for our ſouls, 
which is no where elſe to be met with, Briefly: 


Let us not grieve the holy Spirit, but obſerve his 
motions ; let us ſtudy the goſpel, that we may there- 
| . 5 5 


[2] 
in to ſee our own loſt condition by nature, and the 
way to eternal ſalvation by Chriſtz that ſo being 
deeply affected with the one, we may Earneſtly. 
purſue the other. Would we be trans form'd 
into the image of Chriſt, let us behold him in 
in the glaſs of the everlaſting goſpel; let us 
confide in the blood of Chriſt, there diſcovered, 
who thro” the eternal Spirit offered himſelf without 
ſpot unto God, and we ſhall find our conſciences 
| purged from dead works to ſerve the living Cod. Heb, 

ix. 14. and when we have 1 this, we have 
found regeneration. _ | 
P. 53. Herein is the deceit. All would have 2 X. 
& Chriſt to be their Saviour in the next world; — 
& but ſalvation, if it is had, muſt be had in this; 
if he ſaves thee, it muſt be done in this life, by 
changing and altering all that is within thee.“ ] 
*Tis a grievous error, to think to be ſaved from 
the 8 of ſin, and not from the power 
of ſin; and 'tis as great an error, to think that N 
Chriſt does not ſave us by his merits, but puts us 
in a condition to ſave ourſelves by our own works: 
*Tis ſad to deny the doctrine of ſanctification, and 
as fad to deny the doctrine of juſtification. =. 
P. 54. The carnal Jewdid not receive, but /? 
© crucified his Saviour; becauſe he deſired 057 
„ fuch Saviour as he was, no ſuch inward ſalva- 
tion as he offered them.“ ] St. Paul witneſſes of 
the Jeuu, that their fault Was----- Going about 10 
eftabliſh their own righteouſneſs, and not 3 
the righteouſneſs of Cod. Rom. x. 3. They did not 
much refuſe God as the implanter gf what they YE 
aan inward holineſs; For they « could thank N # 


ce 


[4] 
him that they were not as other men were; but 
they were ſo ignorant of that immaculate purity 
which the holy law of God requires, and ſo fond 
of that holineſs which they thought God had be- 
ſtowed upon them, that they would not come un- 
to Chriſt for that light and life which they thought 
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'' was abiding in themſelves. They looked upon 
their own righteouſneſs, the God within, as the 
| whole of their ſalvation; and therefore they would 
| not go out to him, who profeſſed be came to ſeek 
1 and to ſave that which was laſt. Does this gentle- 
W *' man think, that all the Jews were profligates, who 
W '- — had no regard for religion? St. Paul witneſſes of 
WE _ them to the contrary, that they had a zeal for Cod; 
* and he witneſſes of himſelf, when he was one of 
them, and perſecuted the church, that he was 
zealous towards God, Acts xxii. 3. and had ſived 
in all good conſcience before him; Acts xxiii. 1. 
which, I ſuppoſe, is as much as Mr. Law has to 
1 ſay for himſelf. 
4 pe 74 P. 55. © O ſad truth to be told At this day a 
| c Chri within us, an inward Saviour, raiſing a 
birth of his own nature, life and ſpirit within us, 
« ig rejected as groſs Enthuſiaſm,”] To reject 
= the doctrine of regeneration as groſs Enthuſiaſm is 
13 very bad; yet I will not pretend to clear Ouranius 
of this charge. I could wiſh he had never written 
of the doctrine of regeneration, unleſs he had bet- 
"4 ter underſtood it: The prince of this world, I 
q T7 doubt, has ends to gain by it; for we are not ig- 
| norant of his devices. | 
: 57 7 P. 55, 46, This holy Jeſus wants nothing 
but by own faith, and good wil, to have as real a 
oe! ow 5 birth, 


does he then ſet up with the Redeemer?----Mr. 


L 29 J 
« birth, and form in thee, as he had in the virgin 
% Mary.”] It ſhould ſeem by what our author has 
ſaid, p. 47, 48. that ſome bedy had charged him, 
with putting up an inward Saviour in oppoſition 0 
the Lord Chriſt. This charge Mr. Lam has e 
nied; but he here gives room for a charge that i nel 
full as bad: For if his faith and good will, gives! 7 
Chriſt as real a birth in him as he had in the virgin, 
Mary; it will follow, that after ſuch faith and 
goed will, he muſt be as really Chriſt as he that? 
was born of the virgin. What a number of Chriſt's 


Law may be a man of an humble department, but 
this does not look like a humble opinion, W 
P. 57. See here the beginning, and glorious 2 57 7 
<« extent, of the Catholick church of Chriſt! It WE 
c takes in all the world. It is God's unlimited 
e univerſal mercy to all mankind; and every hu- 


man creature, as ſure as he is born of Adam, 


has a birth of the bruiſer of the ſerpent in him, 
* and ſo is infallibly in covenant with God thro? 
“ Jeſus Chriſt,”] As ] ſaid before, that Mr. Law 
carries merit of works further than the Papiſts, to 
the utter excluſion of the merits of Chriſt; ſo here 
he carries the doctrine of univerſal redemption much 
further than any one I have yet met with. Armi- 
nius could ſay, that Chriſt died for all men; con- 


| ſidered in the common lapſe; but not as obſti- 


nate, impenitent, or unbelievers: that he died for 
all men in reſpect of the acquiſition of ſalvation, 
but the application thereof is proper to the faith- 
ful: That he purchaſed falvability for all men, 
but faith and regeneration he merited for none. 


? Thus 


30 ] 
Thus he----but it never once came into his head, 
that the catholick church was as extenſive as man- 
ind, and that Chriſt as a regenerating principle 
1 Was put into the heart of every ſon of Adam. But 
= - ** our author pleads ſcripture for it: St. Foby ſays, 
23 » Jeſus is tbe light that lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. Joh. i. 9.--Right. As the world was 
made by him, ſo was the glory of the world, the 
mL "Laos of man; all natural knowledge, all human 
* wiſdom, is communicated by him ever ſince the 
creation: Every common, as well as every ſaving 
gift, is at his diſpoſal; and when this gentleman 
has proved, that every man that is born into the 
world has ſufficient means of grace; and conſe- 
quently that the poſſeſſion of the ſcripture is not 
neceſſary to ſalvation, nor is it the rule of faith and 
manners; when he has proved that the profeſſion 
of the religion of Jeſus is not neceflary, but that 
the eaſtern Bramin, the weſtern Pawaner, the 
cruel Cannibal, the filthy Hottentot, and the fright- 
ful Pepous, have him equally in their hearts, tho! 
they never heard the ſound of his name: When he 
has proved againſt St. Luke, Acts ii. 47. that no 
man can be added to the church, becauſe every man is 
born in it; and againſt St. Paul, that all the Infi- 
dels in Rome, Corinth, Epheſus, Coleſſe, and ef 
ſalonica, were members of the church catholick, as 
well as thoſe he wrote his epiſtles to; and that all 
| theſe are the church of God, which he has pur- 
cChaſed with his own blood: I ſay, when he has 
proved all this, then I'll freely acknowledge with 
him, that every man that is born into the world 1s 


favingly enlightened : but till then, he muſt al- 


tk 

low me to acquieſce in that good old revelation, 
which has been made known to me by Chriſt and 
his apoſtles; and to pay no regard to any ſenti- 
ment, which ſo palpably contradicts it. 

P. 37. But dear chriſtian, this happineſs is 
ec thine.”] How ſtrangely he forgets. himſelf ! 
Dear mean, he ſhould ſay; according to him, this 
happineſs no more belongs to the chrifien: than it 
does to the cannibal. 

From P. 58, to 61, is an Pee” call to turn to 


this light and ſpirit of Chriſt, conſidered as within 


the ſoul of every man. To which I ſhall only ſay, 
| that to talk of che ſpirit of Chriſt withis, befare we 

are brought to the faith of Chriſt, is to talk di- 
rectly contrary to ſcripture, and is an error of the 


moſt dangerous conſequence. The ſcripture, ſpeaks | 


of all men till they return to Chriſt, and are fol- 


lowers of him in the regeneration, as ffrangers from 


the life of God thro' the ignorance that is in tbem. 


Chriſt himſelf declares of the wicked, that he never 


knew them; and how then could he be at the 
center, fund, or bottom of their ſouls, from the be- 
ginning. Nay, Chriſt ſays, that till he comes 


and ſubdues him, the ſtrong man (that is Satan) 
keeps poſſeſſion; and therefore his goods are in 
peace. In ſhort; Chriſt ever enters upon his king- 
dem by conqueſt, and till he has overcome he has 
no poſſeſſion. God when he adopts his children, 
and not till then, ſends forth the Spirit of his ſon 
into their hearts crying Aba, father: But if we ſay, 

we have fellowſhip with him, when we walk in 

darkneſs, we lie and do not truly.----How pre- 


poteroys then mult it be, to appeal to any ſpirit. 
or 


4 


or light within, and not to examine it, and our ſtate; 


by the word of God! Have we not read, that 


Satan can transform himſelf into an angel of light? 
And ſhould he do ſo, and we miſtake him for the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, of what horrible conſequence might 
it be to our ſouls! How might he miſlead us into 
Stoiciſm, Manicheeiſm, and Quietiſin; and even make 
us take his kingdom in this world for the kingdom 
of God, and the church of Chriſt ! 

P. 61. The pearl of eternity is the light and 
ſpirit of God within thee.”] Our author comes 
now, particularly, to ſhew what is that pearl of 
eternity, which he thinks every man in the world is 
poſſeſſed of. But as I have already ſaid, ſol fay 
again, that God has no poſſeſſion in man, as his 
reſtorer and ſanctifier, till the glorious inſtant that 
he is born of God. As Chriſt dwells in the heart 
by faith, the ſpirit of God as a ſanctifier is given 
to and remains only in the children of God. And 


if, even in the regenerate, Mr. Law underſtands 


any thing elſe by the light and ſpirit of God, but a 
new heart and a new ſpirit given to believers, where- 
by they are enabled in ſome meaſure to mortify 
their corrupt nature, to imitate Chriſt, and to 
walk in newneſs of life, by his word and ſpirit 
_ dwelling in them: If he underſtands any thing elſe 
by it, but the image of God reſtored in man, 
whereby the chriſtian is created after God in know- 
| ledge, righteouſneſs, and true holineſs; the ſcrip- 
ture, which is the only rule J profeſs to follow, 
knows nothing of it, and therefore, I cannot ac- 
quieſce in it.----But indeed, his notion appears to 


be the fame with the Quakers. Thus ſays Mr. Per 
in 
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in his 10 croſs, uo crown (a work that I have by me) 
* The way, like the croſs, is ſpiritual: That is 


a an inward ſubmiſſion of the ſoul to the will of 


God, as it is manifeſted by the light of Chriſt 
n conſciences of men.“ If he had ſaid, it 
is an inward ſubmiſſion of the ſoul to the will of 
God, as it is manifeſted in his word. I ſhould 
have liked him: But ſo it is every where; when 
he ſpeaks of the light of Chriſt, he ſpeaks of the 
hight within, excluſive of the word of God upon 
which it is founded; and Pagans, as well as Chriſ-_ 
tians, are his vouchers; Socrates ard Seneca, as well 
as Chriſt and St. Paul. However, tho' they agree, 
as to the light within, there is a great deal of dif- 
| ference between Mr. Pen and Mr. Law, in which 
the former is greatly to be preferred; and tho? the 
Quakers may give the latter the righ/-hand of fel- 
lowſhip, for his agreement with them in this point; 
yet Quietiſin, and not Quakeriſm is his profeſſion, 


as will 54.2 further on. Ae if not LE be | 
P. 61. „ This light * ſpirit, tho? eee 


within 48 is not, cannot be found, felt or en? 

* joyed, but by thoſe whoſe whole ſpirit is 0 pns 
* unto it.“ ] Query. When the whole ſpirit is 

turned unto it, what turns it? It's ſelf, or God? —_— 

If it's ſelf; why is it ſo dangerous to take the def is tas 
fire of repentance to be the effect of our natu rat, 2 
ſenſe and reaſon, as our author repreſents it. p. 76? -, SB 
Can it be dangerous to aſſert the truth, or does 
God take pleaſure in falſhood ?----If God turns the 
the whole ſpirit; how is it that all are not turned; 


ſeeing all have him nn in the — birth of: 
D F 
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the ſoul, and all are equally in covenant with him? 
U have ſomewhere read, that the doctrines of 
this kind of gentlemen are not eafily repreſented out 
ef their own terms, which are ſomewhat ambiguons. 
Indeed, I think there is very little ſenſe to be 
found in them in their own terms: However, they 
have this advantage; they are involved in dark- 
neſs, and this hides their inconſiſtence; that which 
has no meaning, cannot be eaſily contradicted. , 
P. 62. Redemption from death was imme- 
te diately granted; and the bruiſer of the ſerpent 
e brought the light and ſpirit of heaven once more 
into the humane nature.” ] Here our author 
himſelf can diſtinguiſh between redemption and the 
light and ſpirit of heaven. How forcible is truth? 
It will ſometimes make its way !----According to 
what is aſſerted in this paragraph, Cain had a trea- 
ſure hidden in the center of his ſoul; be had grace, 
free grace, or the ſupernatural gift, or power of 
N God in the ſoul, when he murdered his brother 
el. This agrees finely with St. John. Je know 
bes” that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him, 1 John, 
1 5 lil. 5. According to this, no man is without 
* grace; no man is graceleſs. | | 
bo P. 63. . Hence alſo we have a plain. declaration 
AY ant of the true meaning of thoſe ſcriptures, which 
Le ſpeak of the renewal and ſanctification of our 
« ſouls, * to all men.] The ſcripture 
| 12. 10 no 3 of this operation of the holy Spirit 
as common to all men: Tis common to true be- 
Hievers only, nor have any but they union or com- 


t 3 the ſeed * MY woman. 
4 900 64. 
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P. 64. All men areſfnotſexhorted, not to bench 5. 65. 


reſiſt, or grieve the ſpirit, Mhave all men the ſpirit 
luſting againſt the fleſh. St. Paul's epiſtles are not 
written to all men; but to thoſe, who in the 


judgment of charity, are ſuppoſed to be the called 


of God and ſanctified. . 
P. 64. When this ſeed of the ſpirit, common * 2% 

to all men, is not quenched, but its inſpirations ho 

© ſuffered to grow-----then we are born again.“ ““ 


According to this, ene would imagine, that the 
new birth ſhould be dated from the time that the 
ſeed of the ſpirit is ſuffered to grow or increaſe; 
and yet in p. 68, Mr. Law lays, [** when this life 
«© is at an end, either an angel or a devil, will be 
found to have a birth in us.”] Is the birth of 
the angel, then, different from the new birth? 
No. He ſays before, br that the divine life, as 2 64 735 

* the angel that died in Adam is born in us by the 
e inſpiration of the ſpirit.“]! How! Are we born 
again, when we firſt ſuffer the ſeed of the ſpirit to 
grow and increaſe; and yet not born again till the 

end of this life !---- Are theſe things 1 | 

P. 65. © The fleſh, or the natural man.“ Is fr 65. 
the whole man, till the whole man is renewed; 
and then ariſes a ſpiritual combat, the f laſting | 
againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, ſa \. f 
that we cannot do the things which we would. , a4 — : 
P. 65, © The Deity, has an infinite, Ceſire im, | ; 
< towards the ſoul of man, to unite and cemmuni- f 
** cate its own riches and glories to it.“! Wane 3! —4 1 
while the ſoul is wholly impure! In ſcripture 
God is . to be of purer eyes, than to behold iniquity. 
p 2 Hoy 


1.430 11 - 
How then can he infinitely deſire communion with 
the polluted ! Our author, ſurely, ſhould have 


IS £5 ſpark of light and ſpirit of God in man, I“ which 
FW"; had, almoſt an infinite tendency, and reaching 


„ 7 after hin from whom he came” ]---But perſons 
may be allowed to talk of they know not what, 


| 5 . what manner they pleaſe. 
e 66. He gave his only begotten ſon, to 
take the human nature upon him, in its fallen 


[- 2 flatt.”) This is often ſaid by Mr. Law, and 


ought to be well explained. According to the 
| ſcripture, Chriſt was in all things made like unto 
us, fin only excepted; but the words in its fallen 
 ftate---ſeem to imply that too: And why might 
not Ouranius make Chriſt to be really a ſinner, 
along with every ſon of Adam, as well as make his 
regenerate man as really Chriſt as him that was born 
of the virgin ?----When we ſpeak of Chriſt, we 
ſhould take good heed to our words, and be more 
ready to learn, thaftto offer the ſacrifice of fools; 
for ſuch conſider not that they do evil. If Chriſt 
reſtores man only as God, as Mr. Law ſays, why 
was it neceſſary, that Chriſt ſhould become man, 
that every human creature might be born again. 
If man muſt be redeemed by a price, then indeed, 
it was neceſſary; but take away the ranſom and the 
* neceſſity ceaſes, as I think I have ſaid already. 
P. 67, Wd © perpetual mortification of the 
luſts of the 105. &c. is not a thing impoſed upon 
« us by the meer will of God, but is abſolutely 
5 nece 2 to make Da &: fore new, birth ; 


POET Ae as 
G had 


confined this infinite deſire of the Deity, to that 


| Infidels, Hereticks, and Chriſtians, are all in 
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„as the death of the huſk is neceflary; to 
* make way for the vegitable life.“] Where 
ſanctification is begun, there muſt of neceſſity 
be a mortification of the whole body of ſing 
not as previouſly neceflary to make way for a' 
life that was always hid in the "foul; but as the 
work of the holy Ghoſt, who has begun a life 
of holineſs in the ſoul The truth is, there is 
no ſuch life in the ſoul of man, till it is begun in 
regeneration: Till then, we are dead in ſin, and 
the bondſlaves of Satan. Eph. ii. 1, 2. The body © 
of in includes the whole man as corrupted, and 
has not the ſame place in him, as the huſk to 
the grain, ſo that-the compariſon is good for 
nothing. I know of no ſeed that can be ſown 
in the heart, but he word of the kingdom, as our 
Lord ſays in his parable.---- We may eaſily per- 
ceive, that our author's view is to refine the 
 Arminian doctrine of univerſal redemption ; and to 
take off that inſuperable difficulty which it la- 
bours under.---If ſalvability is purchaſed for all, 
how is it that all have not equally the means 
of grace? For it is well known, that the 
lively oracles are not in the hands of nine parts 
in ten ef the world; nor one tittle of chriſtia- 
nity made known unto them.----To get over. 
this Mr. Law, and the Quietifts, have ſubſtitut- 
ed an inward. light inſtead of the boly ſcriptures; 
which they ſuppoſe every man in the world to 
be equally poſſeſſed of; and thus falyability is 
_ equally purchaſed for all; and Jews, Turks, 


D 3 the 


1 
the ſame condition. This puts me in mind of the 
dog in the fable. A dog fwimming over a ri- 
ver, with a ſhoulder of mutten in his mouth, 
ſees the ſhadow of it in the water; thinking 
to ſecure both, he chops at that, and loſes the 
Joint out of his Mouth.----Thus this gentleman, 
to ſeize ſalvability for every . has ſunk his 
own religion. | 

P. 68. Wiſdom and heavenly love will grow 
up in thee, if thou giveſt but true attention 
to God preſent in thy ſoul.”] Thus in many 


places, the ſeed of life always hid in the ſoul of 


every man, is interpreted to be God himſelf by 
Mr. Law; and conſequently, as this ſeed grows 
up, the man becomes a God. A my humble 
opinion truly ! 

P. 69. Thou needeſt not, therefore, run 
< here or there, ſaying, where is Chriſt? Thou 
* needeſt not ſay, who ſhall aſcend into heaven; 
* that is to bring down Chriſt from above? 
« Or, who ſhall deſcend into the deep, to bring 


„ up Chriſt from the dead? For, behold the 
e word, which is the wiſdom of God, is in thy 


heart.] The apoſtle adds----That is the word 


| of faith (i. e. the goſpel) which we preach Rom. 
xX. 8.----Had Ouranious paid the leaſt regard to 


this, his new revelation could not have been ſo 
utterly inconſiſtent with the holy ſcripture. 
P. 69. „It is there, ſpeaking word of God 


ein thy ſoul as ſoon as thou art ready to 


“hear, this efernal ſpeaking word, will ſpeak 


* wiſdom and love in thy inward parts.“! Mr. 


Lau 


the bones grow in the womb of ber that is with 


13 
Law may ſpare his pains; for it is not in his 
power, nor in any man's upon earth, to ſhew 
how the ſpirit works faith in the heart. The 
methods of grace are obſcure as thoſe of na- 
ture: Vo knows the way of the ſpirit? or how 


child? Even ſo thou knoweſt not the works of God, 

who makes all. Eccle. xi. 5. 1 WP 
P. 69. The heathen_philoſophers were par- 7 | 
© takers P of a divine life; the apoſtles of CS, 2 


« Chriſt within: Though they had not th 
„ written goſpel, they preached the goſpel ,writ 
* ten in their hearts ” Thus Socrates and Plato Lau 2 
were as much apoſtles as Peter and John: This 
gentleman, and Mr. Pen, the Quaker, hav 
given ſome account of their doctrines; and as, ab 
for their practice, they are beſt deſcribed by St. 
Paul, in his firſt chapter to the Romans. la | 
P. 70. In the chriſtian church, , moſt illite a. 
rate men and women have attained to deep 
* underſtanding, of the myſteries and love of, 
God in Chriſt Jeſus.”] Not without the vrit awd K 
ten word I ſuppoſe. Chriſtian church! The gen- fav 8 
tleman forgets himſelf, Mr. Law's church con = 
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tains every man in the world. M 44. A 
P. 71. Wherever this ſeed of heaven &c.“ % 
Take this ſeed of heaven, to be the written word, C 
of God, and then this page may paſs without A * 


a remark. 3 3 6. 4 
P. 72. All that the goſpel teaches, is not fas 
„got by hear-ſay.”) Yes, but it is, #bough in- N | 
wardly known. Faith comes by hearing, 
hearing by the word of God, Rom. x. 1y- 


F487 
P. 72. The pear] of . is the church, 
* or temple of God within thee.”] As Mr. Law 
had before determined this pear! of eternity to 
be God himſelf preſent in the ſoul, methinks he 
had much better have made the ſoul, the church 
or temple : To be both God, and the temple 
of God, ſounds a little oddly; and as odd is 
hb interpretation of our Saviour's ſaying, Jon. iv. 
=  23----Shall worſhip in ſpirit and truth. In ſpirit,” 
and fo not like the Jews, whoſe worſhip con- 
| fiſt. in carnal ordinances impoſed upon them till 
this time of reformation. In truth, and ſo not 
like you ignorant Gentiles, who worſhip you know 
not what, Their worſhip ſhall ceaſe, becauſe it 
is carnal; and yours ſhall ceaſe, becauſe it is 
falſe.----Is not this our Lord's meaning? 
2 ia the midſt of it is the foun- 
7. "he * of living water. 1] Chrift is the bread 
I and water of life, of whlich whoſoever eats and 
5 oy drinks lives for ever. le that comes to him fall © 
if never hunger, and be that believes on him ſhall ne- 
ver thirſt. John vi. 35. So then to eat Chriſt, 
nd to drink Chriſt, is the ſame as to come 
to Chriſt and to believe in Chriſt. Let no 


man, therefore, look for Chriſt in himſelf, till 


5 he has received him: Yet let him remem- 
*Þ ber, that while he is in the viſible church, 

Chriſt Hands at the door and knocks; he is not 

yet come in, but he calls; and if any man hear 

Bis voice, and open the door of his heart to let 

him in; he will come in unto him, and ſup with 

him; he will bear his ſins for him, and be a 

| partaxer 
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-partaker of all his afflictions; and be ſhall ſup 
with him; ſhall be clothed in the. robe of his 
ſpotleſs righteouſneſs, and be a partaker of all 
his heavenly graces. This is plain from the 
ſcripture, why then talk we of real experience, 
in a living ſenſibility ?---- Words without a mean- 
ing; thick darkneſs, and therefore not proceed- 
ing from the light of the word. 
P. 73. There the Birth, &c. of Chriſt 
<« are not meerly remembered, but inwardly found 
and enjoyed as the real ſtate of thy ſoul.” 
How inwardly found and enjoyed? This is, 8 1 
tain; if we have been planted together in the 4. 
likeneſs of Chriſt's death, we ſhall alſo in the g. be 94 7 
likeneſs of his reſurrection: Knowing this, that yy, d 
our old man is crucified with him, that the ] 
body of ſin might be deſtroyed, that hence- « 
forth we ſhould not ſerve ſin; but that, as he 
was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of 
the father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in new- 
neſs of life, Thus we have communion with 
him in his death and reſurrection; but then 
this is a fruit, not inwardly found in the ſoul, 
but planted there. *Tis peculiar to thoſe who 
follow Chriſt in the regeneration; to ſuch as 
St. Paul's epiſtle was written to. 

P. 73,(z4: '** When once thou art well ground- 
ed in this inward worſhip, thou wilt have 
< learnt to live unto God above time and place.”] 
Thou wilt have no need of outward days, nor | 
outward ordinances ; [* every day will be ſun- 557 3 0 
45 ab to thee, and wherever thou goeſt theu : 

1 © - 


1 
wilt have a church, a prieſt, and an altar 
„along with thee Every thing thou doeſt is 
9a ſong of praiſe, and the common buſineſs 
of thy life is a conforming to God's will on 
& earth, as angels do in heaven.”] Here is 
ſomething very curious: Mr. Law, as a mi- 
niſter of the church of England, has not choſen 
to expreſs himſelf ſo fully as ſome of his bre- 
thren, the Yuiertifts, Take the following frem 
one of them.“ At length the ſoul, after long 


, : . (6 travel; Enters into reſt, into a perfect quietude, 


« ...Here it is whelly employed in contem- 


a plating it's God: It acts no more, thinks no 


more, deſires no more; but lies perfectly open, 
e and at large, to receive the grace of God; 
« who by means thereof, drives it where he will, 
and as he will. 
In this ftate it no longer needs prayers, or 
« hymns, or vows: Prayers, where the ſpirit la- 
« bours, and the mouth opens, are the lot of 
the weak, and the imperfect, The ſoul of 
c the ſaint is as it were, laid in the boſom, 
and between the arms of its God; where, 
& without making any motion, or exerting any 
« ation, it waits and receives the divine graces. 
 $.....Tt then becomes happy : Quitting the ex- 
"« jiſtence it before had, it is now changed, it 
« js transformed, and as it were ſunk, and ſwal- 
« lowed up in the Divine Being; inſomuch as 
not to know, or perceive it's being diſtin- 
„ euiſhed from God himſelf.” Fenel. Max. des 
Saints. This Fenelon, Michael de Molinos, and 
Jacob Bebmen, are great men with Mr, Law. 


P. 74. 


\ , * covery of this light and ſpiti of God with- 
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P. 74. This pearl of eternity, is the peace 
* and joy of God within thee.”] God ſays, 
there is no peace to the wicked: Ouranius ſays, 
Thou haſt peace in thee, but it can only 
ebe found by the manifeſtation of the life and 
« power of Jeſus Chriſt in chy ſoul.“]! Can 
we heſitate which to believe ?----Mr. Law ſays 
further that [ Thou art poor, and blind, and 
„ naked, and empty, while all the riches of 
eternity, the light and ſpirit, the wiſdom and 
love, the peace and joy of God are within 
„ thee,”] This is exceeding ſtrange! But I _ 
chooſe rather to think with St. Paul, That in : 
me, that is, in my fleſh, dwells nothing that is good; 
and conſequently, that this light and ſpirit, 
wiſdom and love, peace and joy of God, rightly 
underſtood, are not in zhe birth of the ſoul, (as 
Mr, Law calls it) nor ever can by any means 
be found there; but are peculiar to the rege- 
nerate, and planted in their hearts who are 
born of God.---This ſearch after grace, in the 
root, fund, or bottom of the ſoul, before regene- _ 
ration, and in order to regeneration, is much 
like the ſearch after the philoſophers ſtone : 
Ouranius muſt be an Alchymift in religion.------ 
But ſupremely ridiculous as it is, the caſe is 
ſo very ſerious, and the conſequence of a miſ- 
take ſo very fatal, rhat it is ſcarce decent to 
laugh at it. 
"vs, *"IRy mb thought of repentance 
bor deſire of turning to God, is thy firſt diſ- 


Y 


| * in 


[44] 
A 22 oo 1 thee. It is The word of God, ihr dear 


7 


Immanuel, who is beginning to preach in 
* thee.”] As Chriſt, according to Mr. Law, 
is always in every man that is born into the 
world, how happens it, that he is not always 
thus preaching in every one? How is it that 
he, at any time lies dormant? One would ima- 
gine, ihe call to repentance, ſhould be the voice 
of Chriſt within; and the defire of repentance, 
ſhould be the ſouls anſwer to that call: So it 
ſeems our author thought once. [“ The ſon 
© of God ſays he, is already within thee, call- 
ing, at the door of thy heart; and wanting 
Dhing but thy own faith, and good will, 
© to have as real a birth in thee as he had in 
the virgin Mary.” p. 55.] How is it then, that 
this deſire, or good will, muſt now be the work 
of Chriſt within thee, which was before ſaid to 
be thy own work ?----To be ſure, every man 
living has a conſcience,---their thoughts are accu- 
ſing, or excuſing.----There is a law of nature in 
the minds of men, which is a rule of good and 
evil to them: Every man may keep it better 
than he does; and for not keeping it, he ſhall 
at laſt be condemned. *Tis this ſhall render all 
men inexcuſable, Rom. i. 18--32. and ii. 1. And 
the ſame conſcience, that accuſes men for ſin- 
ning in this world, ſhall alſo live in them and 
accuſe them in the other. Shall we then ſay, 
becauſe the damned have conſciences, that Chriſt 
is in their ſouls? How forcible are right words! 


How far does the good old revelation of St. 
Paul, exceed the preaching of Mr. Law? 


P, * 
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* «| TE Now all depends upon thy right "ng A 
„ ſubmiſſion, to this ſpeaking word of God 12 
thy ſoul. Step, therefore, all /elf-aFivity : e 
Loet it enlighten, teach, frighten, torment, judge 0997s 
“ and condemn thee, as it pleaſes, tand ſted- A 
„ faſt in this ſtate of preparation, thus given 
up to the ſpirit of God, and then the work 
of thy repentance will be wrought in Ged.“ ] 
Here we have the quinteſſence of Quietiſin; 
which that you may the better underftand, 
take the following account from Mr. Chambers. 
The name is taken from a ſort of abſo- 
© Jute reſt and inaction, which the ſoul is ſup- 
„ poſed to be in, when arrived at the ſtate of 
cc perfection. Te arrive at this, a man is firſt | 
to paſs through the purgative way; that is 
e through a courſe of obedience, inſpired by the 
ce fear of hell: Hence he is to proceed into 
the illuminative way, before he arrive at per- 
* fection; to go through cruel combats, and 
« yiolent pains; i. e. not only the uſual dryneſ- 
* ſes of the ſoul, and the common privations 
6 of grace, but infernal pains. He believes 
„ himſelf damned; and the purſuaſion that he 
« is ſo, continues upon him very ſtrongly ſe- 
<« yeral years. St. Francis des Sailes, ſay the 
c Quietiſts, was ſo fully convinced thereof, that 
he would not allow any body to contradict 
him therein,----But the man is at length, ſuf- 
« ficiently paid for all this, by the embraces of - 
God, and his own deification.” _ } 
<« The ſentiments of the Quietiſts, with te- 


« gard to God, are wonderfully pure, and diſ- 
1 —— ee: 
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4 jntereſted.----They love him for himſelf, ofi 
account of his own perfections, independently 


«© of any rewards or puniſhments : The ſoul ac- 
e quieſces in the will of God, even at the 
c time when he precipitates it into hell; inſo- 
& much that, inſtead of ftopping him upon this 
«occaſion. B. Angelo de Toligny cried out, 
„ Haſte Lord! To caſt me into bell! Do not de- 

& lay, if thou baſt abandoned the, but finiſh my de- 
 & fruttion, and plunge me into the abyſs."----Cham- 
bers dictionary upon the word Quietiſm.------- 
I hope you will not expect, that 1 ſhould prove 
Toligny's prayer for damnation, contrary to the 


| goſpel, 


P. 78. In imitation of Mr. Low: bar we 
may be ſecured from ſuch great and pernicious 
errors, we will fix upon two great infallible 
and fundamental truths, which will be as a rock 
for our faith to ſtand upon. -Firſt, that through 
the whole nature of things, nothing can do, or 


be, a real good to our ſouls, bur what gives 


them a right to heaven, and a fitneſs for it.--- 
| Secondly, that Jeſus Chriſt only, as publiſhed 
in the goſpel, can give us a right to, and pre- 
pare us for that everlaſting manſion, The for- 
mer he does by his purchaſe; the latter he does 
by his ſpirit,----If we let theſe ſayings fink deep 
into our hearts, we ſhall look further than in- 
to ourſelves for the whole of our ſalvation; and 


| ſhall never think of meriting heaven by any 


- righteouſneſs of our own. Such ſentiments will 


waer us ſafe from Manichetifm, — and 4. 
n; 


1 4&7 ] 


ziſm; and will teach us the true difference be- 
tweeen juſtification and ſan#ification, which muſt 
always go together. 
P. 79. © Man by his fall“, ] not only loſt 
his holineſs, but the favour of God; and both 
muſt be reſtored, or he cannot be ſaved, fu Pri 
ture holineſs, ſuppoſing it perfect, cannot make | | 
ſatisfaction for paſt faults; nor is Mr. 9 ; IV 
arrived at ſuch chriſtian perfection g. 1 e 25 7 N 

P. 80, © „The law was eros er,“ NA ot a 
< bring us do Chriſt. *] As it delivered us over. 
to the merit of Chriſt, that we might be n 
by faith, Gal. iii. 24. 
P. Box: On the day of Pentecoſt, a new: 
ee diſpenſation of God came forth; which, on 
« God's part, was the operation of the Holy 
„Spirit in gifts and graces upon the wbole 
& church. ] That is according to Mr. Law, 
the whole world, and every humane creature. 
(ſee p. 57) This is the firſt time that ever I 
read, that the Hely Ghoſt, on the day of Pen- 
tecoſt, fell upon every body. How ſtrangely Mr, 
Law forgets himſelf! according to him, p. 81. 
„ The Holy Ghoſt was given to be a com- the ＋ 
e forter, a teacher and a guide to every I 
« and to abide with them for ever. IL Hot 

P. 82. What our author ſays of /e/f, as op- + 
poſed to the kingdom of Chriſt, is well enough, 

if rightly underſtood : But he is ſo extremely 
obſcure, that it is hard to come at his mean- 
ing. *Tis highly reaſonable, as Chrift died not 
for himſelf but for our redemption, to purchaſe 

our 
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Gur pardon, and to juſtify our perſons in che 
fight of God; and as he roſe again, to make 
it appear that he had done our buſineſs, and 
went into heaven to manage our cauſe for us; 
fo we ſhould live to juſtify Chrift in our pro- 
feſſions of him, and conformity to him, in the 
deſign of his death and reſurrection. This is 
the apoſtles argument, when he ſays that Chriſt 


died for all, that they which live, ſhould not: 


henceforth live to themſelves, but unto him 
which died for them and roſe again. But here 


I am in ſome pain for my author, left as the 


ſerpent deceived Eve by his ſubtilty, ſo his mind 
alſo ſhould be corrupted from the ſimplicity 
that is in Chriſt; leſt he ſhould be earneſtly 
purſuing /e/f, when he thinks he is denying it. 
The apoſtle aſſures us, that the goſpel which 
he preached, was mighty through God to the 
.. pulling down of ſtrong holds; caſting down 
"imaginations, and every high thing which exalts 
itſelf againſt the knowledge of God; and bring- 
ing into captivity every thought to the obedi- 
ence of Chriſt. But does Mr. Law ſhew this 
\ fubmiſſion to the holy ſcripture? Does he not 
dare to contradict it, in the very letter of it? 
and to ſet up a light within (a new revelation 
of his own, concerning the nature of God, the 
creation and fall of angels and man) in oppo- 
ſition to it ?----If /e/f appoints the rule, /eff is 
ſerved in the execution of it, let it be execut- 
ed ever ſo ſeverely. The prieſts of Baal ſerved 
themſelves, when they cut themſelves with knives, 


and lances ſil the blood guſhed out upon them, as 


much 


Trl 


much as if they had been dancing round. their 
idol. Briefly : God requires nothing of us but 


obedience to his will; if we obſerve; that, we 


honour him as a ſovereign Lord; but if we 


alter what he has commanded, or ſet up a light 
doithin in oppoſition to it; he reeds all our 


ſervice, as done, not to him, but to the con- 


. ceit of a naughty heart, which $44 nature is 
no God. 


„ Our author 8 gives us the 


reaſon why man muſt be a Quietiſt in the firſt . 


act of regeneration; or, in his own language, 
why he muſt be retired, filent, and paſſive, when 


the call of God to repentance firſt ariſes in his 

| foul; and it is briefly this. [“ Man till then, 
in his own will, reaſon, judgment, Cc. is an 

« enemy to this work of God beginning in 


him; and therefore they muſt be filenced, 
and ſuppreſſed.”} Here I would afk, by 


whom muſt they be ſilenced and ſuppreſſed ? 


By God, or man ?----If by God; what then is 


he teaching; and what profit is there in all that 

he has ſaid ?-----If by man; how comes it to 
paaſs, that the old man is ſo very ſubmiſſive, 
before he is made ſo? And that he who af- 
terwards dies ſo hard, ſhould yield poſſeſſion | 
without ſtriking a blow ?---The truth of it is, 
theſe carnal imaginations make ſad work in 


every part of religion: The miſtake lies here. 


— Mr. Law imagines, that the ſpirit or new 


creature, which he ſuppoſes to be in man from 


the * and now begins to act in him, 
| E is 
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is a different being from the beſtial nature 
that was before alive and active; whereas, it is 
not a different being, but different qualificati- 
ons; it is a change Hom ſin to holineſs. Tis 
not any portion of the eſſence of God; but 
man renewed after the image of God : "Tis 
the ſame man that was unſanctified, that is 
ſanctified. The ſpirit of God enlightens his 


underſtanding, renews his will, and vicifits his 
affections; ſo that he knowingly, willingly, and 


chearfully, gives himſelf up to the Lord Jeſus, 
to be ſaved, taught and governed by him. 
Thus the gracious nature is active from the 
firſt inſtant of its exiſtence; and becauſe man 
is ſan&ified in every part, and yet but in part; 


| becauſe, though the dominion of ſin is de- 


ſtroyed, yet there is left in the beſt ſome re- 
mainders of fin; hence the ſpirit luſts againſt - 


the fleſh, and the fleſh againſt the ſpirit, which 


| hinders our doing the things that we would. 


22 


This is the goſpel- account confirmed by expe- 
rience; ſo that a man, without renouncing the 
ſcripture and common ſenſe, cannot become a 
Quietift, 

P. 84, &c. © When our Lord an except 
* man hate his father and mother, yea, and his 
% own! Ae, he cannot be my diſciple, it is be- 
cauſe our beſt tempers are, full of the im- 
perfections of our fallen nature] It is becauſe 
Chriſt is to be preferred before every thing in 
this world; and were our tempers ever ſo di- 
vine, this would till be required; indeed they 
could 


| termed batred. Thus the Maſter explains him- 


fs 1 
bold noe be divine; unleti they. e 
it. We have already ſeen, from Mr. Chambers; 

that the Quietiſts affect to talk of a very Nee 
reſted love to God, without any regard to re- 


wards, or puniſhments; and we every: where 5 2 | 
ſee enough of it in Mr. Law: But what I' moſt ©. «by { 
wonder at, is, his turning every thing int. _ 8 


myſtery and darkneſs; even this plain ſaying. of 
our Lord is talked of unintelligibly. [5 The . e 
*© love of an unregenerate perſon, towards, fee tl 
« father and mother is to be hated, J What 9 
mortal can underſtand it? T he 0 of our * G 
parents, and even of ourſelves, is not taken6Cua 
away by regeneration; but the affection is rightly 
ordered, or kept in its due place: A ſupreme! 
love for God and Chriſt muſt, and is prefer 
before it; and when it is preferred before it, 
the leſſer love in compariſon will always be foxes 
piſed, and ſo in the goſpel is very proper ige 


= i] 


' ſelf---He that loves father or mother, more tha? — 
me, is not worthy of me; and he that loves ſon, 
or daughter, more than me, is not, mers 47 Me 
Mat. x. 3 
P. $5: 25 Our, life is to be hated: I is s a 2 . mo 
« legion of evilſ;=a monſtrous birth of the ſer· 
5 pent, the world, and the fleſh.” ] Thus hu- > - 
man life is turned into a myſtery ! The 3 
legion of evil lies in ourſelves. Life is the 
gift of God, and his mercy to us; A time al- 
lotted us to prepare for death, fo not, in this 
ſenſe, to be hated: Yet it muſt be freely part- 
Ea ed 


* * 
£ W® 
1 
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| ed with, when Chriſt, and the defence of his 


1 Es truth calls for it; to keep it then will be to 
9 it eternally. If [” it be impoſſible to live 
EET FL « the life of God while we live upon earth.”} 
"4 Regeneration cannot poſlibly happen in this 
Eee and if 2 the world is in a fad 8 


iti A co Lan, Ways 
2 6c We muſt forſake all Sat we _ 


Wah we cannot be Chriſt's diſciples ; becauſe 
e all that the natural man has, is in the poſ- 
e ſeſſion of ſelf-love.”] A gloomy idle ſtory. 
| We muſt forſake all that we have in this world, 
when Chriſt calls for it; becauſe nothing is 
396 worthy to be compared with him, and the glory 
to be revealed : Our goods are our property, 
and we ought to uſe them as our Lord re- 
quires; but when Chriſt and goods come in 
competition, goods muſt go, or we are ruined 
for ever. : 
„„ Self. love; in all that it has, is 
c earthly ſenſual and deviliſh.”} Not fo: Self- 


love is planted in us by the God of nature; 


and therefore, when rightly ordered, is good: 
It is the rule of our love to our neighbours. 
. 98 P. 86. As having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all 
1 things. *] Not that chriſtians have a right to 
other people's goods ; ; for then, how have they 
nothing? But becauſe all things between life 
and death are for their good: Whether Paul, 
Apolles, or Cephas, whether the gifts of the 
prime lights of the church; er the common 
gifts of the world; of univerſal nature; all are 
yours; 


W. 3 
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who' has purchaſed theſe things; and Chriſt is 
* Satan, got footing in the church.” ] Our au- 


Church, all the wworld----I doubt there can no 


ing there. I wonder whether Mr. Law takes 


St. James inform me, that there was then rich "ON 


* 


„ nounced, why are we commanded to - love 


f 5 1 


yours; for your advantage: ; becauſe ye are Chriſt's; 


God's; who has * him nne en is 
plain enough. 


P. 86. Many years did not paſs, before pod 


thor. continually forgets his own idea of the *** 
time be named, when Satan had not ſome foot- 


great care, and prays daily, to have c U 
<« nity of goods, in himſelf.“ It was once i 
te dreh f enen z and there it was ne- 
ceſſary, at that time, for many reaſons; but e- 
ven then, it went no further; for St. Paul and 


men in the church, which could not be, if 
there was none that had any property, 


P. 87. Love is alone that ſpirit, which 
« can enter into heaven.”] None can enter 


into heaven without love, to be ſure. Charity 


never fails; but yet it ought to be a 8 
from him who poſſeſſes it. . 


P. 87, Us. If all ſelf-love'is to be re- 


Sour neighbours as ourſelves?“] Eaſy as Mr. 1 
Law thinks the anſwer; it is very plain he 
could not reply, without allowing that there 


may be @ /elf-love in and for God; and if ſuch __ | N 


a ſelf-love may be, how then is all ſelf- love 

renounced ? The truth is, as T have ſaid bei 

fore, N does not deſtroy the powers of our | 44 
1 ſoul, 


141 
| foul, but renews them, and teaches us how ta 
order them aright; „ and ſo we love ourſelves, 
and our neighbours as ourſelves, in ſubordina- 
gg to the love of God. 
EF. 88. The,unchapgeable rulegis this, that 
PGod alone is to be loved for himfelf, and 

” ; + all other beings only in, and for him.“] The 
2 um of the law is this,------Thou foall love the 
: ord thy God, with all thy heart, and with all 
277 Ai mind; and thy neighbour as thy-ſelf.------The 
Maſter's abridgement of the commandments, is 
infinitely preferable to Mr. Law's. This Chriſt 
has fulfilled for us; and, if we are chriftians 
indeed, this he is writing in our hearts; and 
when he has finiſhed the writing we ſhall be 
fit for heaven, and not before. But if a man 
muſt depend upon his own works, and is an 

3 till he is finleſs, who can be ſaved? 
PSS P. 89, Loving any creature in and for 
« God, is when we love it only as it is God's 
ce work, image, and delight. J Then, if “ the 
Þ 89 «creature is not in God, is a ftranger to 
„nF him We are not bound to love him. 
Las ith 

How does this agree with our Lord's com- 
nb mand.----Love your enemies, do good to them that 


3; Fate you, and pray for them that deſpightfully uſe 


ou, and perſecute you.---We love the creature 
rightly, when we love it as God commands us, 
12. d becauſe he commands us. | 
1 994. « Self is not only the ſeat and ha- 
{1 . Fx he: but the very life of ſin.“ ]. How 
en is this! Seff is not fin, as ſelf; for 
| chen 
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then God mould be the author of ſin: But, 3 
ſince the fall, carnal e is become the ſeat 
and habitation of ſin; 'tis there ſin lives and 4 wn 2 
reigns. CESS, mught ' en 
— 90. „ Chriſtians may as well part with 1 
te half the articles of their creed, ,n6. by halves 
te enter into theſe ſelf-denials.“! hat ſignify Am, of 
the articles of the creed to chriſtians, if all 
the Pagans, Turks, and Jews, are members ; 
of the eatholick church. as well as themſelves? ? 
If this be true, they may part with all if they | 
pleaſe, without changing their ſtate. 2 
P. go. © Our redemption is. this new pin | 
e if this is not done, or doing, in us, we are 
6 ſtill unredeemed. a on redemption is not 
the new birth, but the new birth is the end 
of our redemption ſo that if this is not done, 2 
or doing in us, Chriſt has not taken poſſeſſi- 
on of us; and till he has taken poſſeſſion of 
us, we can have no an that we are. his 
redeemed 1 0 
P. 91. The paragraph here, is anſwered, in 
the remark on page 67, 68. W 
P. 92. People are the worſe for, their 
« mortifications, becauſe they miſtake che Jhole 
40 nature and worth of them.] If this be | 
true, I fear Mr. Lau ſpeeds but. badly. He 
miſtakes the mortification of fleſh and blood, 
for the mortification of the whole body of ſin, 

He likewiſe miſtakes, mortification as a prepa- — 
rative to ſanctification; whereas, dying to in, e 
and living to righteouſneſs, are the two parts 

E 4 | of 


N 


2 E - 
of 8 * Ne one as neceſſury as the 
other Ru mw knee, 

P. 92. © 3 makes then! ſe ffufficient, 

"2s 70 Hees ſevere judges of all thoſe, that fall 


ort of their mortification.”] This ſeems to 
ine to be taken out of the books of the Qui- 
th and the mortifications to be the whip- 
"Fings, ſcourgings, and faſtings of the Monks; 
e inaulgences are Popiſh indulgences. It 
n good for Mr. Law, if he had not 
looked into the writings of theſe people: He 
Fas a gloomy turn of mind, and they have 
Proved too hard for him. | | 
. 92, There is no avoiding this fatal 
129 -< error, but by deeply entering into this great 
s truth, that all our. own activity has no 
) , „ good in it, „but as it turns us,t0 the light 
Sand ſpirit of God.”] That is, be perſuaded 
Wi Quietiſin is right, and then you will 
never think too highly of your own works. 
1.0 WBut for the life of me, I cannot ſee this: It 
2 ſeems to me but an artful trick of the prince 
. f darkneſs, to put the merits of Chriſt out 
ebb, f the queſtion ; to teach us to look for fal- 
vation in ourſelves; and under a pretence of 
humility, to aſpire even to Godhead, How- 
ever, this is a ready way to be fixed in 
Quietiſm.---- Perſuade your ſelves, that it is right ; 
and then no body wil be able to Satisfy you, that 
it is wrong. | 
P. 93. „ All we can * by our own acti- 
« vity, is like the man ſtretching out his wither 
FP ti” N LOT. «ed 


7 


2 
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* ed hand, the reſt is the work of Chriſt.”} 
I am apt to think Chriſt was at the bottom 


of this too. If Chriſt had not reſtored the 


withered hand, I fancy the man could not W 


have ſtretched it out. When he ſaid Lazarus 
come forth, if his all- powerful word had not 


given life to Lazarus, I ſuppoſe Lazarus would 
have remained in his grave.------But here lies 
the miſchief on it; anda. being made alive, 


came forth; and the man's whithered hand be- 
ing healed, he ſtretched it out; thus the gift 


was God's, and the act was their own: And 
ſo are our works after regeneration; and if 
we place all our ſalvation in them, it is as 


good we placed merit in them, for it comes 


to the ſame thing. 
P. 4. © This truth is 4 conſented to 
« ....But this is not enough. It is to be ap- 
<« prehended in a deep, full, and practical aſ- 
% ſyrance.”] This is what I ſaid before, per- 
| ſuade yourſelves that it is right, and then no 


body will, be able to fatisfy you that it is 


wrong. I don't like ſuch advice; it looks like 


. 


a ſly fetch of the old ſerpent, to ſeduce and 


fix the mind in error. But there is one good 
rule to avoid it.---Be perſuaded of the truth of 

nothing in religion, with a deep, full, and prace 
| tical aſſurance, but of what God ſpeaks in his 
word. Truſt not in man, whatever appearance 


of ſanctity he muy put on; for N man is 


4 liar. 
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| „ It will keep the ſoul fixed.Z] That 

i. ws pe ſuade yourſelf that this principle right, 

, and it will keep your ſoul fixed in Quietiſm, 

Pr er! at laft you commence---Hold, not too ſevere. 

| „It will fix and ground the ſoul, 

a true and laſting ſelf-denial.“ Not 6; 
under a pretence of humility, it will per- 
ſuade the foul, that it is putting off itſelf and 

commencing a God; that it's knowledge is 

vaſtly increaſed; and that, in ſome degree, it 

apprehends the all of God.----The very ſame 
promiſe the devil made Eve-----Te ſhall be as 

+ Gods. . 
1 gh, E K br a kind of infallibi- 

«ity into the ſoul.“] Fine fruit of ſelf-deni- 

al! Of this we have many clear proofs, in 

Mr. Law; who delivers his own ſayings as 

oracles, without appealing to other authority, 

as if he had been by at the time ef creation; 

and who dares to contradict the expreſs word 

of the Lord: Who preſumes to have the know- 

ledge of the ALL of God, which cannot be im- 

Parted to any creature; and whom no .man 

has ſeen, nor can ſee: © Who talks of ſera- 

DP gb © phic love which introduces the creature into 

6 the ALL ef God;” and conſequently, makes 

it as much God as God himſelf.—-This is the 

humble Mr. Law. © 

P. 96. There is but one r for all | 

& mankind. * And that is Chriſt, as revealed 

in the goſpel ; neither is there ſalvation in any 

other; for there is no other name under heaven, 

\ 8 _—_ 


toberely we can be Javed; fo that if Jem, Turku 
and /yfidels are ſaved, it muſt be by him. A8 


to faying any further, let God judge thoſe that 
are without, our buſineſs is with thoſe that are 


within. He has not fent us into the world; 
to judge the world, but to fly from the wrath 
to come, and to ſecure our on fal vation. 
„ The life of God in the ſoul, is the conſe- 
quence of this ſalvation, and fot the ſalvation 
itſelf: © The life of God in the ſoul, ” Is hot 


the eſſence of God himfelf given to man, but | 


holineſs wrought by his ſpirit. _ 


. 


P. 56 (22: This is God's s good will to 7 
« alt Chriſtians, Jews, and Heathens. They Ka, 
are all equally the defire of his heart; his 


5 lig ght continually waits for an entrance into 
#6 all of them; his wiſdom cries, the puts forth 


2M her voice, not here or there but every where, 
ein all, the ſtreets of all the parts of the 
„ world.] This gentleman is a great ſtickler : 


for univerſal redemption, but to get over all dif- 


ficulties, he is forced to forſake his bible; 
for it is certain, that this is not every where, | 


| in all the ſtreets of all the parts of the world. 
But I reckon that chriſtians ; whe are ſticklers, 


for univerſal redemption, would much rather 


he had put the Jews and Heathens under unco- 


venanted mercy. He has ſtrove to improve 
their ſcheme; and becauſe the old revelation, 
would net do, he has invented a new one, for 
that purpoſe 3 and if the light within, muſt 
be the univerſal guide, no doubt but he thinks 


a he 
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he has ſufficient authority. That all men have 
equally ' the means of ſalvation, is not true, 
if the ſcripture be that means; for thus ſays 
an inſpired  prophet-----< He ſhewed his word 
„ 'unto Jacob, his ſtatutes and his judgments 
% unto J/rael; he has not dealt ſo with every 
<« nation, and as for his judgments they have 
6 not known them.“ Pſa]. cxlvii. 19, 20. ** Thus 
« alſo ſays an inſpired evangeliſt,----The Lord 


e added to his church, daily; ſuch as ſhould 
« be ſaved.” As, ii. 47. 


2 6 P. 97. There is but one poſſible way for 


c man to attain this ſalvation,?! And that is 
faith f in Jeſus Chriſt, which when ever the Hea- 


* { then or the Jew embraces, he is a Heathen, 


or a Jew no more; but the loſt ſheep is found, 
and the ſhepherd has it upon his ſhoulders : 


Thus as ſalvation is one, the way is one. 


In a word: the way to ſalvation, is to be a 


cCꝗbriſtian indeed; and he is a chriftian indeed, who 


ſeeing his own loſt condition by nature, and 
the miſery that ſin has brought upon himſelf 
and the world, flies from the wrath to come, 
and lays hold upon Jeſus Chriſt by a true and 
lively faith, looking by him, and by him a- 
lone, to be ſaved; and who, having received 
of his fulneſs, and grace for grace, goes on in 
the way holineſs, and with holy vielence preſ- _ 
ſes into the kingdom of Goed.----This is the 
generation of them that ſeek thee; of them 
that ſeek thy face, O God of Jacob !----There 
Is. no ſoul turned to God, that is, not turned 
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to him in Chriſt ; nor does God regard. the 1 


deſire of any ſoul, that does not to ſeek to 
him in the way which he has appointed. 


am the way, and the truth, and the life, ſays Chriſt, 
no man can come unto the Father, but by me. 
P. 98. © Suppoſe this deſire to be awaken- 7 
«ed, and fixed upon God, though in fouls 
<< that never heard, either of the law, or the 
© goſpel; and then the divine life, or opera- 
<« tion of God, enters into them. I] When 
ſuppoſe this, we ſuppoſe that the law and : 
goſpel ſignify nothing. *We may ſuppoſe e fe 2 
very man to have a conſcience, and that con- 
ſcience to be ſometimes awakened; but 574 
any ſeul ſhould deſire to return to Chriſt, 'who; hep 
has never heard of Chriſt, is, humanly ſpeak- 
ing, impoſlible.---- How ſhould they call upon bins, 
in whom they have not believed? And how ſhould 
they believe in him, of whom they have not beard? 
And how ſhould they bear, without a preacher f 
And how ſhould they preach, except they be ſent ? 
As it is written, Hot beautiful are the feet of 
« them, that preach the goſpel of peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good things.” Rom. x. 14, 15» 
---- As for thoſe who came from the eaſt, and 
from the weſt, and fat down with Abraham, b&, U 
and J/aac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God; 
they were ſach as were called into it, by the 
preaching of the apoſtles; while the Fews, the 
children of the kingdom, where caſt out into 
utter darkneſs; and ſo not in quite ſo happy 
a condition, as Ouranius has re them. 
| —_— | 1 
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Gt; ſhall leave Mr. Law . to enjoy: his own 


ſoliloguy; and to pleaſe himſelf with the diſ- 
coverigs which he thinks he has made.—- But 2 


word. a Fob, Bebuwey. 
P. In the ſoul is the place, was 5 


Nee Babes begets che Son, and where the 


4 Holy Gheſt proceeds from the Father, and 
t the Son.“] Thus the myſtery of the Trinity, 
is to be found only in man; and as Mr. Law 


haas made every regenerate man, as really Chrift . 
as him that was born of the virgin, ſo Mr. 
Lane has made chem. as really. God, as ir 

that created the world, 


* perceive! there is a ſequel” to his piece: 


: "be don't ſend it to me; for 1 think time 


18. ſadly employed in reading fuch books, unleſs 
ane intends to anſwer, and no further anſwer can 


be needful. While the light of the day is be- 
fore me, I don't chooſe to walk in ſuch palpable. 
| darkneſs, My compliments attend the family, 


$ 0 | f . Your humble ſer vant, 


Jalys 76 1% 
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